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L E T T EH XXVIL 
To Lady D. 

Paris; July 9, J 762. 



Will not fend- your ladyfhip the 
►trifles you bid me purchafe without 
.a line. I am very well pleafed with 
Paris — ^indeed I meet with fo many 
civilities amongft the people here that 
I muft fing their praifcs— the French 
iiave a great deal of urbanity in 
their compofition, and to (lay a lit- 
V6h. II. ' B tic 
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^" tie time amongft them will be agreea- 
ble, — I fplutter French fo as to be 
underftdod — ^but I * have had a droll 

- adventure here in which my Latin was 
of fome fefvice to me — I had hired 
a chaife and a horfe to go about feven 
miles into the country, but, Shandean 
like^ did not take notice that the horfe 
was almofl dead when I took him 
Before I got half way the poor am- 

r.mal dropped down, dead — fo I was 
forced to appear before the Police, 

. and began to tell my. ftory in French^ 

\ which was, that the poor beaft had to 

r do with a worfe beaft than himfelf, 
namely bis mafter^ who had driven 
him all the day before (Jehu like) and 

^ that he had neither had corn, onhay, 

there- 
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tlicrefort I was not td pay fat the 
lror(t>^bmt I might u wdl hal^ 
whiftkd, as hire fpoke Fnenth^ and 
I believe my Latin was equal to 
my uDcle Toby^s Lilabuileto— being 
not underftood becaufe of it's purity, 
but Jbf dint ^ words I forced my 
judge tb do me juftice — no common 
thing by the way in France, — My 
wife and daughter are arrived — the 
latter lides nothing but look out of 
the window, and complain of the tor- 
ment of being frizlcd. — I wilh fhe 
may ever remain a child of nature — I 
hate children of art. 

I hope this will find your ladyfhip 
welL—aod that you will be kind e- 

B 2 nough 



I 4 3 

nough to dired to me at Touloulc, 
which place I fhall fct out for very 
foon. I am, with truth and fmccrity, 

9 
4 

Your Ladyfhip's 

Moft faithful. 



\ 



1.. Sterns* 
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jLETTER XXVHL 
To Mf . E, 

Parisy July 12^ 1752.. 

Dear Siry 

XVjL Y wife and daaghtcr arrived 
here fafe and found on Thurfday, and 
are in high raptures with the fpeed 
atid pleafantnefs of their journey, and* 
particularly of all they fee and meet 
with here. But in their journey from 
York to Paris, nothing has given^ 
them a more fcnfible and lafting plea- * 
fure, than the marks of kindnefs they 
received from you and Mrs. E.— The 
fiiendfhip, good will and politenefs 

B3 of 



of my two friends I never, doubted to 
me, or mine, and I return you botb 
all a grateful man is capable of^ 
which is merely my thanks. I have 
taken however the liberty of fending 
an Indian taffety, which Mr^.. E« 
muft do me the honour to wear for my 
wife's fakc» who would h^vo got it 
made up, but that Mr^ Stanhope, the 
Conful of Algiers, who fets o^ to- 
morrow nKM"ning for London, has 
been fo kind (I rae^n hjs Udy) as ta 
take charge of it| and we had but 
jufl time to procure it: and had we 
mifs'd that opportunity, as w€ ihould 
have been obliged to have kft it be- 
hind us at Paris, we knew not when 
or how to get it to our friend.— -I 

wi(h 
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wifli it had been better worth a para- 
graphs . If there, ia aay thing ve can 
buy or procure for you here, (intelli- 
gence included) you have a right to 
command me: — ^for I am yours, with 
my wife and girl's kind love to you 
and Mrs. £. 



Lau. St£Rne; 
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LETTER XXIX:. 
To T. H. S^Efq- 

Touloufe,. Augnft iz, i/Szi- 

My dear H. 

B, 
Y the time you have got to the* 

end of this long letter you will per- 
ceive that I have not been? able to an- 
fwer your laft *till now — I have had 
the intention of doing it almoft as of- 
ten as my pr^jgtfri in my head — 'tis- 
thusr we ufe our beft friends — what 
an infamous ftory is that you have 
told me !• — After fome little remarks^ 
on it the reft of my letter will go on^ 
like (ilk. ****—* is a good na- 

tured 
4 



[ 5 I 

■» 

twrcd old- eafy foal and has beeiv dc^ 
eeiiired by the moft artful of her fex^. 
and fhe muft have abundance of im-^ 
pudence and charlatanery to I^ave 
carried on fueh a farce, I pity the 
old man for being taken in for fo much 
n(ioney — a man of fenfe I fliould haye 
laughed at — My wife faw her- when in^ 
town, and fhe had not the appearance 
of paverty, but when ihe wants toi 
melt * * * * heart fhe puts her gold 
watch and diamond ripgs ia her 
drawer. — But he might, have been- 
aware of her. I could not hav^ been . 
miftaken in her chara6ler — and *tis-. 

• - , 

odd ftie Ihould talk of her wealth to . 
onej^ and tell another the reverfe — 

fe'gpodnight to her^— *About a week.. 

or 
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or ten days before my wife arrived at 

Paris I had the fame accident I had 

at Cambridge, of breaking a vcflel in 

my lungs. It happened in the night, 

and I bled the bed full, and finding 

in the morning I was likely to bleed 

to death, I fent immediately for a 

furgeon to bleed me at both arms— - 

this favcd me, and with lying fpccch- 

kfs three days I recovered upon my 

back in bed ^ the breach healed, and 

in a week after I got out — This with 

my weaknefs and hurrying about 

made me think it high time to hafte 

to Touloufe. — We have had four 

months of fuch heats that the oldeft 

Frenchman never remembers the Kke 

— 'twas as hot as Nebuchadnezzar^^ 

cvetij 



till 

nen^ ^nd n^vcr has tA^m^ one hcHrr 
— in chc heighc i^ dxis 'EW49 our de^ 
tiny (or racbepr deftru&ion) 10 tei out 
by way erf" Lyon^^, MontpeUiar> f^c^ 
to Ihorten, I trow^ oiir fuflfcrings — 
Good God l-.-lntt tis over*— and here I 
am in my own houfc, quite icttled. by 
M . . . .'s aid) and good-natured offices, 
for which I owe him more than I can 
exprefs or know how to pay at prefent 
-r-'Tis in the prettieft fituationin Tou- 
loufe, with near two acres of garden—- 
the houfe too good by half for us — 
well furnifhcd, for which I pay thirty 
pounds a year. — I have got a good - 
coek — my wife a decent femme de 
dfamirej and a good looking laquais 
-*-Thc Abbe has planjied our expences^ 

and 



[ " J 

and fet us in fuch a train, we cannot 
cafily go wrong — tho* by the bye the 
D is feldom found fleeping un- 
der a hedge. Mr. Trotter diAed witK- 
me the day before I left Paris — I took 
care to fee all executed according to 
your direftions —but Trotter, I dare: 
fay, by this has wrote to you — t 
nttade him happy.beyonji expr«ffion: 
with your cr^y tales, and more fo' 
with its frontifpiccc. — I am in fpirits,. 
writing a cra?y chapter — with my 
face turned towards thy turret — 'Tii: 
now I wiQi all warmer climates, coun- 
tries, and every thing elfe at — ^that 
feparates me from our paternal feat — . 
ce /era li ou repdfera ma cendre — et ce^ 
fer4i la owmom coufin vitndra repondrs 

les: 



ki pkurs dues a notre amitiL —I am 
taking afles milk three times a day^ 
and cows milk as often — I long to fee 
thy face again once more—greet the 
Col. kindly in my name, and thank 
him cordially from me for his many 
civilities to Madame and MademoifeUe 
Shandy at York, who fend all due 
acknowledgments. The humour is 
over for France, and Frenchmen j 
but that is not enough for your afiec* 
tionate coufin, L. S. 

(A year will tire us all out I trow) 
but thank heaven the poft brings me 
a letter from my Anthony — I felicitate 
you upon what Meflfrs. the Reviewers 
allow you — they ha^e too much judge*- 

ment 






-^ 
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cnerft themfelves not to allow you 
what you are aftuaily poflefs'd of^ 
** taicms, wit and humour/' — Well, 
write on^ my dear couiin^ and /be 
guided by thy owi» fancy. — Oh! ho\t 
i envy you all at Crizy CaftlcU-J 
tDOttld like to fpend a month with you 
o^and ihould return bock againfor the 
vintage* — I honour .the mmi that ha« 
given the . world an idea .of our p»« 
rental feat- — ^'tis well done — I look at 
it tea times a day with aqkandc it afpif 

ciam? — Now farewell — remember me 
tor my belpvcd Col. — greet Panty nK>ft 
lovingly on my behaif, and if Mrs, 
C, .•vand Miii C . . . S?^^. are a? 
G. . greet them like wife wtlh a holy 
tdfe-^'-^So God )ddk yoa. 
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LETTER XXX. 

To Mr. F. — i at Paris. 

Touloufe, Augoft 14, lyii. 

My dear F. 



J\ 



FTER many turnings (alia^ 

- digreffions) to fay hothing of down^* 

Tight overthrows, ftops, and delays^ 

•^c hayc arrived in three weeks at 

Tooloufe, and are now fettled in bur 

"houfes with fcrvants, &c, about us, 

' and look -^s^ compofed as if we had 

-been hei^ feven years. " > I n dor 

journey ¥ipe fu&red fo much from the 

^ heats, k. gives mc pain to remember 

' it—- 



->^»r 
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'it — ^I never faw a cloud from Parw 
?to Nifnies half as broad as a twenty- 
four fols piece. — Good God! we 
were toafted, rOafted, . gf ill'di ftew'd 
and carbonaded on one fide or other 
all the way — and being all done 
enough (ajfez cuits) in the day, ' wc 
were eat up at night by bugs, and 
othef iinfwept out vdrnfiin, <ht legal 
inhabitants (if length of pofleffioa 
gives right) of every inn we lay 
at. Can you conceive aworfe ao- 
<:ident.than that in fuch a journey, 
rin the hotteft day and hour of ic» 
ibur miles from either tree or fhrub^ 
iwhich could call a fhade of the fize 
of one of Eve*s fig leaves — \ — that 
<¥C ihould break a hind wheel into 

ten 
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ten tiioufand pieces, and be obliged" 
in confcquehce to fit five hours on a 
gravelly road, without one drop of ^ 
water or poflibility of getting any— ' 
To mend the matter, my^ two pbr 
ftillions were two dough-hearted fools, 
and fell a crying — Nothing was to be 
done! By heaven, quoth I, pulling 
off my coat and waiftcoat, fomething 
(ball be done, for I'll thrafli you both 
within an inch of your lives — and 
then make you take eacti of you a 
horfe, and ride like two devils to the 
next poft for a cart to carry my bag- 
gage, and a wheel to carry ouifelves — • 
Our luggage weighed ten quintals^ — 
•'twas the fair of Baucaire — all the 
world was going, or returnihg^-^we 

' Vol. II. C were 
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were ask'/d-by ^very foul vrfjp pttf^'Sd* 
b,y us^ if we were gQipg to the fair of 
Bftucaire — No wcMidcr, cjuoth I, we 
have goods enQugh t vat^ av^z raifou 

\ Well! here we are after aU^. my. 
^ear friend — and moft d^Hcipi^fly , 
placcid at the cxire.aity of the town^ 
lik ao pxceiiem) houfe well furnifh'd, 
apd elegant beyond any thi?^ I., 
look'd fo.r~*Tis built in the farm* 
of a hotel, with a pretty court towards 
thp town— .^and behind, the beft gar- 
dens in Toulogfe, laid out in ferpen- 
tine walk§« a/Tid fo Ungc that thej 
company in our quarter ufually coxn^ 
to walk there in the ^yenings^ for 

' which 
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-i^h'icJi they Ihave my confent — " the 

ifeb<e lAt merrict.'^-The houfc Qorifitty 
of a good /a'lle a ihamcr above ftairj( 
joining to the very great /i//^ acom^ 
/tf^»fe as largd as tlie Barori P'Hdl.*' 
bach's ; three handfdme l^ed'-cham^ 
bers with dreflino: rooms to tHem— 
bdoir ftlairs two very good robnos for 
myfeff, one to ftudy in,, the oxh'^f 
tt) ft€ Cotfipany. — r have, moreover 
cdliars round the court, and all othef 

oHices — Of the fanje l^dlprd I. havft 
l)argained to have the ufe Qjf . a. 
cbuntryThoufe whicjv \m has two milfljs 

out of town, io that mylfilf w4 41; 
my family have Hpthing more t;Q (|p» 
than to taJce our hat3 and, cesiQve 

from, the one to the other My 

\ * C 2 landlord 



- , 
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landlord is moreover to kee& the 

gardens in order and what do you 
tlhiak I am to pay for all this ? nei- 
thcr more or lefs than thirty pounds 
a year-*all things are cheap in propor* 
tion — fo we fhall live for very very 
little.— ~I dined yefterday with Mn 

w' 

H he is mod pleafantly fituated, 

and they are all well. — ^As for the 
books you have received for D^ m ,» 

the bopkfeller was a fbol not tofena 

• 

the bill along with them — I will write 
to him about it. — I wi(h yov was with 
ihe for two months •, it would cure you 

of all evils ghoftly and bodily 

» 

but this, like r^any other wifhes both 
for you and myfelf, muft have its 
completion elfewhere — Adieu my 

kind 
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Idn^ friend, and believe that I love 
you as. much from inclination as rea« 

Ion, for 

, . . . 

I am moft truly yours, 

,h. Sterne. 

My wife and girl join in compliment! 
to you — ^my bcft refpedls to my worthy 
Baron d'Holbach and all that fociety 
-i— remember me to my friend Mn 
Fanchaudj 



i ' 
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J.J; T J E IL .X2JJa< 
To J. H. $. Efq. 

f '. t • - 

Touloufc, Oft. 19, 1762. 



I 



Received your icttcr yeftcrday — • 
lb It has been fravelling frqip Crazjr 
Gaftle to Touloufe full eighteen d^ys 
—If I had nothing to flop me I 
would engage to fet out this morn- 
ing, and knock at Crazy Caftle gates 
in three days lefs t^ime — by which 
time I (hould find you and the colonel, 
Panty, &c. all alone— the feafon I 
moft wilh and like to be with you 
4 •—-I re- 
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I rqt>i(ic from my heart, down to 
tny rdns, that ybu have ihatchM ih 
many hajjfly and funfliiny days oiit of 
the hands of the blue devils--.lf wtf 
iivt tcr meet utiA join bur forces ^ 
heretofore we will give thefe gentry a 
drobbirtg — and turn them for ever 
twt of their ufurped citadel — fome 
legions of them have been put to 
flight already by ycxjt operations, this 
lift campaign—and I hope to have a 
hand in difperfing the remainder the 
firft time my dear cotifin fets up hi? 
banners again under the fquare towejr 
——But what art thou meditating 

with axes ,and hammers? **./ 

inow thy pride and the naugbtinefs ^ 
thy hearty* and thou loveft the fweet 

C 4 vifions 



{ 24 

vifions. of ^rchitraycsv friezes- amd 
pediments with ,th?ir tympanp^s, 
.and thou hai(t found out apretencei 
a raifon de cinq cent litres .,^fierf 
ling to bt^ laid out in four year?, &qi 
*&c^ (fo as not to be felt, which is alt 
*ways added by the D ■ as a baiti 
to juftifjr thy ifelf unto thyfelf— r-J; 
may be very wife to ^o ^hisr-but 
'tis wifer to keep one*$ money in one's 
pocket, whilft there are wars without 

and rumours of wars within. — St.— r 

■ ' ■ . ■ * . ' . ' ' ...■•-' ' • ' 

ad vifes his difqiples to fell both coat and 
waiftcoat — and go rather without Ihirf 
or fword, than leave no money in their 
icrip, to go to Jerufalem with ' ' ■ 
J<fow thofe quatre ans confecutifs^ my 
dear Anthony, are the moft precious 

a morfcls 
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xnorfelsrqC thjr Uf^tp come (inthi^ 

world) and thou wilt do well to en- 

jpy^tbat morfel wichput c^res^ calcur 

tations, and curies, and daoins, and 

debt^'-r-for as fure as fione is ftone^ 

imd.morcar is, mortar, &c. 'twill be 

one of the many vforks of thy repen^ 

tance-r-But after all, if the Fates have 

jdecrecd it, as you and I have fome 

jcinie fuppofed it on account of your 

gencf 9fity, *^ fhaf yon are never to 

h a monied man^^ the decree will 

be fulfilled whether you adorn your 

jcaftle and, line it with cedar, and 

paint it within fide and without fid$ 

.with vermilion, or not — et cela etant 

(having a bottle of Frond niac aiid 

glais at my right hand) I drink, dear 

Anthony, 
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A;nth?Dny; tb' tJiy health and happi^ 
riefs, and to the final accomplifli- 
iHemi of as tlty lunary and fubliinary 
^jeAs.—Bbr fix wteks together, aftet 
I Wrote my laft letter td yoii, my pro- 
jects were many ftories higher, for 1 
vras all that time, as I\hought, j6dr- 
fteying <m to ' the other world ^-— ^ 
I fell iB of an epidemic vile fevef 
wfeich killed hundreds about me — The 
|>hyfiGianS here ire the erranteft char- 
iftwns in Europe, or the moft ignt)^ 
rant. 6f all - pretending fools — 1 with- 
dtiew what was left of me out of their 
feands, and necor^mended my'aff^iri 
efttipely to Danw Nature — Slie (idear 
goddefs) has faved me in fifty difiercni 
pinchifig boutsj and I begin to hav4f 

a kind 
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a Ji^nd^ €Bdi\iMm iu>w In iier fa^- 
yoavy ^nd ifl my oim. That one or 
two ;a)Ore dcapei will make me be* 
)^vf I ihaU leaane j?ioQ dl at lad: by 
ira4afla(H>n,< ttd noti by fair deaths 
I am now fttMit: and' &oiifk ^ain M 
lit hajppy man caia wiih to be«*--and 
^m i^^f playing the fool with my 
unjcle Toby, who I iiave got foufcd 

over fceitd and ears in kve. 1 have 

m§ny hints and projeSs for othci* 
wji^fHs^ aU wiii go on I truft as { 
wilh in this matter. — When I have 
reaped the benefit of tbis winter at' 
Touloufe — I cannot, fae I have any 
thing raore to do with it, therefore 

after having gone with my wife and 
girl to Bagnieres, I flijill return froni. 

whence 
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Mrliencie I came— —Now my Wife 
wants to ftay , another year to favc 
money, and this oppofition of wilhcs, 
tho' it will not be as four as lemon^ 
yet *twill not be as fweet as Aigar 
candy • — I wifh T • - would lead Sir 
Charles to Touloufe ; 'tis as good as 
any town in the South of France — for 
my own part, *tis not to : my tafte-r— 
hut I believe, the ground work of my 
ennui is more to the eternal plati* 
tude of the French charafters — ^littie 
variety, no originality in it at all— • 
th^n to any other caufe — ^for they are 
very civil — but civility itfelf, in that 
uniform, wearies and boddcrs one to 
death — If I do not mind, I Iball 
grow moft ftupid^nd fentcntious— . 

MIfs 



Mifs Shandy is hard at it with mu- 
lick, dancing, and French (peak* 
ing, in the laft of which ihe does 
a fnarveille^ and fpeaks it with an ex* 
cellent s^ccent, confidering Ihe pracr 
ticcs within fight of the Pyrcnean 
Mountains. — ^If the fnows will fufier 
me, I propofe to fpend two or three 
months at Barege, or fiagnieres, but 
my dear wife is againft all fchemes of 
additional expedces — which wicked 
propenfity (tho' not of defpotick 
power) yet I cannot fufFer— tho* by 
the bye laudable enough — ^But Ifae 
may talk — I will do my own way^ 
and (he will acquiefce without a word 
of debate on thefubjeft. — ^Whocan 
fay fo much in praife of his wife ? Few 

1 trow. 
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I trow.-^M*— ^ is dirt df tmm vinr-r 
tai^ttgi^— fo- i^rrite to me^ Monfieur 

fiad me. — Ws are as much- out of ther 
rocKi of ill intelligenee here- as at ther 
Cape of Good Hope^-- fo write a Ibng' 
nonfenfical tetter like this, no^ and^ 
tb«n tlo me— 'in nrWchf^ fay notiiing but 
ii^hot msef be fltewf), (tho' I Ibve^ 
every paf^agraph and Ipiritcd ftwke 
ctf your psji) orhefs- might noc) for yo\i 
rooft- know a letter no fooner arri,ves^ 
fijcmi'Ehglaiid, but ouriofity is uponi 
hfix knees- to kaowt the contenrs.ni ■« 
Adieu dear H.'bdle\re me; 

Your affectionate, 

* L. Sterne, 
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We have had bitter cold weather 
here th^fe<' foHrte^p; <|ays-.rMcfiicl has 
obliged us to fit with whole pagclls 
of wood lighted t*p .H) .oitir ooTcs 
*tis a dear article— but every thing 
clfe being extreme cheap, Madame 
keeps an excellent good houle,^ wkh- 
foupCy bouUi^ rati — &c, &c. for two 
hMdted andBftv tioands a vwiL 



t . 
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LETTER. XXXIi; 



f «. 



• « 



To Mr. F. at Paris. 

Toaloafe, November 9» 1^62. 

My dear F. 

I-. ■ ■ ■ ■ '•■ ■■ 
Have had tim week your letiier • 

on my table, and hope you will for- 
give my not anfwering it fooner — ^and 
even to day I can but write you ten 
lines, being engaged at Mrs. M — 's. 
I would not omit one poft more ac- 
knowledging the favour — In a few 
pofts I will write you a long one 
gratis, that is for Ipve — Thank you 
for having done what I defired you-— 

and^ 
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and for the future direft to me under 
cover at Mofl(ieurBroufle*s — ^I receive 
all letters through him^ more punftuai 
and fooner than when left at the poft-- 
houf e 

Hr— 's family greet you with 
mine — we are much together and 
never forget you — ^forget me not to 
the baroa — and all the circle — ^nor to 
your domeftic circle — 

I am got pretty well, and fpoit 
much with my uncle Toby in the 
volume I am now fabricating for the 
laughing part of the world — for the 
melancholy part of it, I have nothing 
but my prayers — ^fo God help them* 
•—I (hall hear from you in a poft or 
Vol. IL D twq^ 
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two at leaft after you receive this— i 
in the mean time dear F — adieu, 
and believe no man wifhes or efteems 
you more than your 



L, Sterne,' 
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3. E T T E R'XXXIII. 
To the fame. 

Touloufe, Dec, 17, i;62» 

My dear F-— 

X HE poft after I wrote laft 

I received yours with the inclofed 
draught upon the receiver, for which 
I return you aU thanks — I have re- 
ceived this day likewife the box and 
tea all fafe and found— .fo we (hall all 
of us be in our cups this Chriftmas, and 
drink withoutfearor ftint- We begin to 
live extremely happy, and are all teg.-, 
ther every night— fiddling, laughing 
and finging, and cracking jokes. You 

D a will 



Will fcarce believe the news I tell yau 
— There are a company of Ef^lilh 
ftroUers arrived here^ who are to afi: 
comedies all . the Chriftmas, aiKl are 

now bufy in making drefles and; pre- 
paring foine of our bed comedies-— 
YoUr wonder will xeafe^ when I in- 
form you the^ ftroUers are your friends 
with the reft of our fociety, to whom 
I prc^fed this fckeme fouhgeminP-^ 
and I affure you we do welt — ^The 
next week, with a grand orcheftra 
— we play the Buly Body — and the 
Journey to London the week after, 
but I have fame thoughts of a^ptii^ 
it to our fituation — >and making it 
the Journey to Tottlotifev wMcfo, with 
the cliange of half a dozeo; fceoes^ 



\ 
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may be cafilydone. — Thus my deaf 
F. for want of fonnething better we 
have rccourfc to ouffelves, and ftrike 
cut the beft amufements we can from 
fuch materials. — My kind love and 
friendfliip to all my true friends — ^My 
fervice to -the reft. H— — — *s family 
have juft left me, having been this 
iaft week with us-*^hey will be with 
me all the holidays*.— ^In ftimmcr we 
&aii vifit them^ and fa balance hof^ 
pitaUties. 



Adieu, 



Yours moi truly. 



0- J L. St5A>x^^ 
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LETTER XXXIT. 
To the fame. 

Touloufe, Wedncfday, Dec. 4. 1762*. 

Dear F — -^— , 

J[ HAVE for this laft fortnight every. 

poft-day gone to MefTrs. B and 

fons, in expeftation of the pleafure of 
a letter from you, with the remittance. 
1 defined you to fend me here. — When 
a man has no more than half a dozen 
guineas iahis pocket-^and a thoufand 
miles from home — and in a country, 
where he can as foon raife the d — 1, 
as a fix livres piece to go to market 

with 
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with, in cafe he has changed his lafl 
guinea — ^you will not envy myfitu- 
ation. — God blefs you — remit me the 
balance due upon the receipt of this. 
— ^We are all at H — ^'s^ praftifing a 
play we are to aft here this Chriftmas 
holidays — all the Dramatis Perfonas 
are of the Englifli, of which we have 
a happy fociety living together like 
.brothers and fitters — Your banker here 
has juft fent me word thp tea Mr. IL 
wrote for is to be delivered into my 
hands — 'tis all one into whofe hands 
the treafure falls — we fhall pay Broufle 
for it the day we get it — We join in 
our mod friendly refpefts, and believe 

me, dear F — ^y, truly yours, 

D 4 L. Sterne. 
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L E T X E R. XXXV. 



To the fame. 



Dear F-^-r — , 

f ':■" % : 

- — j[ ^O' that'5 a niiftake ! I mean 
the date of the place, for I write at 
Mr. H — 'S in the country, and have 
been there with my people all the week 
' — how does Triftram do ? you fay m 
yonrs to him — faith but fo-fo — the 
worft of human maladies ispoverty— * 
jhong^h th^t iiafecand lye— for poverty 



«f (pint is worfe than poverty of purfev 
by ten thoufand per cent, — I inclofe 
you a remedy for the one, a draught 
of a hundred and thirty pounds, for 
which I infift upon a refcription by 
the very return — or I will fend you 
and all your commiflfaries to the d — ^1. 
-—I do not hear they have tailed of 
one flefhy banquet all this Lent — ^yoa 
will make an excellent ^n/// — P - ■ ■ 
they can make nothing of him, but 
hamllon — I mean my other two friends 
Jio ill^ — fo (hall fend them a reprieve^ 
as they afted out of neccffiiy — not 
choice — My kind refpe^ » Baroft 
D' Holbach and all his houfi»>ld---i- 
Say all that'^ kind fac ine to^ my other 
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friends — you know how much, dear 
F > I am yours, 

L. Stern^e, 



I have not five Louis to vapour with 
in this land of coxcombs — My 
wife's compliments. 
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LETTER XXXVL 



To the fame, 

Toaloufe>. April i8, i'j6y» 

Dear F— > 

j|_ Thank yoirfor your punctuality in- 
fending me the refcription, and for* 
your box by the courier, which came 
fafe by laft poft. — I was not furprifed' 
much with your account of Lord" 
***** being obliged to give way — 
and for the reft, all follows in courfe. 
— I fuppofe you will endeavour to 
fHh and catch fomcthing for yourfelf* 
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in thefe troubled waters-— at lesAI 
wifli you all a reaTonable man can wlfli- 
for himfelf — ^which is wilhittg enough 
for you — all the reft is in the brain.*—- 
Mr. Woodhoufe * (who you know) 
is alfo here — he is a nioft amiable 
worthy man, and I have the pleafurc^ 
of having him much with me — in a 
fliort time he proceeds to Italy .^ — The 
firft week in June I decamp like a. 
patriarch with my whole houXhold,^, 
to pitch our tents for three months at 
the foot of the Pyrenean Hills at Bag- 
nieres, where I exped much health and 
much amufement from the cdacourfe 
of adventurers from all corners of the 
earth. — Mrs. M— ~ fets out at 
ihe^fame time, foranother part of the 

f vre- 
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' ry i r m ean Hills, at Coutray — ^frotu 
wheace to Italy — This is the general 
plan of operation here-— except that 
I have forae thoughts of fpendingthe 
wimerat Florence, and croffing over 
with my family to Leghorn by water 
—-and in April of returning by way 
<xf Paris home — but this is a fketch 
only, for in all things I am governed 
by circumftances — ^fo that what is fit 
to be done on Monday, may be very 
.tinwife on Saturday — On all days of 
the week believe me yours, 

With unfcigitcd truths 

L» Sterne. 

iP. S. AU compliinents to my Parifian 
friends. 



\ 
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I, E T T E R XXXVII. 

To the fame. 

Toiiloufe, April 29, 1763, 

My dear F — ^ 



L 



rA S T poft my agent wrote me 
word he would fend up from York a 
bill for fourfcore guineas, with or- 
■ders to be paid into Mr. Selwin's 
hands for me.' This hefard he would 
expedite immediately, fo 'tis poflible 
you may have hid advice of it— and 
'*is poffibk alfo the money may not 
be paid this fortnight, therefore as I 

fet 
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fet out for Bagniercs in tliat time, 
be fo good as to give me credit 
for the money for a few pofts or fo, 
and fend me cither a refcription for 
the money, or a draught for it — at 
the receipt of which we Ihall decamp 
for ten or twelve weeks — ^You will re- 
ceive twenty pounds more on my ac- 
count, which fend alfo — So m uch for 
that-^as for pleafure — you have it 
all amongft you at Paris—we have 
nothing here which deferves the 
name, — I (hall fcarce be tempted to 
fojourn another winter at Touloufe-— * 
for I cannot fay it fuits my health, 
as I hoped — *tis too moid — and I 
cannot keep clear of agues here— - 
fo that if I ftay the next winter on 
4 this 
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this fide of the water— 'twill be either 
21 Nice or Florcnce-~and I fliall re- 
turn to England in April — Wherever 
I am, believe me, deaf F— > that I am. 

Yours faithfully, 

L. Sterne. 

• 

Madame and Mademoifellc prefent 
their bcft compliments — Remem- 
ber me to all I regard, particularly 
Meflrs. P-— — d, and the reft of 
your boujbold. 
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LETTER XXXVIII. 
To the fame, 

Tottlottfe, May 21, 1763, 

Dear Sir, 



I 



Took tjle liberty thi-ec weeks ago 
to ^(ire ^^u would be (o kind as to 
feftd «ie fourfcore pounds, having re- 
oei^^ a letter the fame poft from my 
Agent, . that he would order the mo- 
ney to be paid to your correfpondent 
in London ih a fortnight. — It is fomc 
difappointment to me that you have 
tak^n no notice <rfmy letter, efpeci- 
allly SIS I cold you we waited for tlie mo* 
Vol* 11. E ney 
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ncy before we fet out for Bagnieres,^^ 
and. fo - little diftnift had I that fuch 
a civility would be refufed me, that 
we have aftually had all our things 
packed up thefe eight days, in hourly 
cxpeftation of receiving a letter.— 
Perhaps my good friend has waited 
till he heard the money was paid 
in London— but you might have 
trufted to my honour — that all the 
cafh in your iron box (and all the 
bankers in Europe put together) 
could not have tempted me to fay the 
thing that is not. — I hope before this 
you will have received an account of 
the money being paid in London— 
But it would have been taken kindly^ 
if you had wrote me word you would 

tranP> 
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^trenftnit me the moaey when you had 
received it, but no fooner ; for Mr. 
R — of Montpellier, tho* I know 
him not, yet knows enough of me to 
have given me credit for a fortnight 
for ten times the fum. 

lam, dear F — -j your friend 

and hearty well-wiftier, 

L. Sterne. 



I faw the family of the H 



yefterday, and alked them if you was 
in the land of the living — Tbey 
faid yea — ^for they had juft received 
a letter from you.— After all I hear- 
tily forgive you — for you have done 

me a fignal fcrvice in mortifying me, 

£ 2 and 
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tnd it is this, I am determined to git>w 

r 

rich upon it. 

AdieU) and God &nd you wealth 
and happinels— All compliments €o 
—Before April next I am obliged 
to revifit your metropolis in my way 
to England. 
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LETTER XXXIX, 

To the fame. 

Tonloufe, June 9, 1773. 

My dear F — ^, 



I 



This moment received yours — 
confequently the moment I got it I fat 
down to anfwer it—- So much for a 
logical inference. 

Now believe me I had never wrote 
you fo tefty a letter, had I not both 

loved and efteemed you — ^and it was 
merely in vindication of the rights 
of fricndlhip that I wrote in a way as 

E3 if 
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if I was hurt — ^for negleft mc w 
your heart, I knew you could not,, 
without caufe j which my heart told 
me I never had — or will ever give 
you: — ^I was the beflr friends with, 
you that ever I was in my life, before 
my letter had got a. league, and 
pleaded the true excufe for my friend, 
" That he was. opprefled with a mul- 
titude of bufinefs." Goon, my dear 
F. and have but that excufe, (fo much 
do I regard your intereft) that I would' 
be content to fufFer a real evil without 
future murmuring — but in truth, my 
difappointment was partly chimerical 
at the bottom, having a letter of- 
credit for two hundred pounds from 
a perfon I never faw, by me — but 

which 
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wKich out of a nicety of temper T 
i^ould not. make Sny ufe of — I fct 
out in two days for Bagnieres, but 
direft to me to Broufle,.. who will for- 
ward all my letters. — DearF — adieu*. 
— Believe me, 

Yours afFeftionately^ 



L. SmkNzl 
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LETTER XL. 

To the famc4 

Touloufe, June 12, 176^. 

Dear F — , 

JL/UCKILY juft' before I was 

ftepping into my chaife for Bagnieres, 

has a ftrayed fifty pound bill found 

its way to me ; fo I have fent it to 

its lawful owner inclofed — My noodle 

of an agent, inftead of getting Mr. 

Selwin to advife you he had received 

the money (which would have been 

enough) has got a bill for it, and 

fent it rambling to the furtheft part 

^ of 
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of France after me; aad if it' hkd Mt 
caught me jofl: now it might have fol- 
lawed me into Spain, for I fhall crois 
the Pyreneans, and fpcnd a week 
in that kingdom, which is enough for 
a fertile brain to write a volume upon. 
' — ^When I write the hiftory of my 
travels— Memorandum ! I am not 
to forget how honeft a man I have for 
a banker at Paris. — But, my dear 
friend, when you fay you dare truft 
me for what little occafions I may 
have, you have as much faith as ho- 
nefty — and more of both than of 
good policy. — I thank you however 
ten thoufand times — and except fuch 
liberty as I have lately taken with 

you— and that too at a pinch — I fay 

be. 
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bejrond that I will not trefpafs upom 
your good nature, or friendlinefs tO' 
fcrve mc,~God bkfs you, dear F— • 

I am yours whilft. 



L. ST£RNE« 
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LETTER XLH 

To the fame, 

MontpclHer, Ofl. 5, i763#. 

Dear F^ 

T 

1 Am afhamed I have not taken an 
opportunity of thafiking you before 
now, for your friendly aft of civility, 
in ordering Broufle, your correfpon-^ 
dent at Touloufe, in cafe I fliould 
Have occafibn, to pay me fifteen hun- 
dred livres — ^whichasl knew the offer 
came from your heart I made no dif- 
ficulty of accepting. — In my way 
thro* Touloufe to Marfeilles, where 

wc 



% 
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we have been, but neither liking the 
place nor Aix (particularly the latter, 
it being a parliament town, of which 
Touloufe has given me a furfeit) we 
have returned here, where we (hall 
refide the winter — My wife and daugh- 
ter purpofe to flay a year at leaft be- 
hind me — and when winter is over, 
to return to Touloufe, or go to Mon- 
taubon, where they will ftay till they 
return, or I fetch them — For myfelf 
I Ihall fet out m February for Eng- 
land, where my heart has been fled 
thefe fix months-— but I (hall ftay a 
fortnight with my friends at Paris 5 
tho' I verily believe, if it was not for 
the pleafure of feeing and chattering 

with you, I (hould pafs on direfl:ly 

to 



to Bruflels, and ib on to Rotterdam^ 
for the fake of feeing Holland, and 
embark from thence to London — 
But I mull ftay a little with thofe I 
love and have lb many Tcafons to re- 
gard — ^you cannot place too much of 
this to your own fcore. — I have had an 
offer of going to Italy a fortnight ago 
— but I muft like my fubjed: as well 
as the terms, neither of which were to 
my mind — Pray what Englilh have 
you at Paris ? where • is my young 
friend Mr. F — ? We hear of three or 
four Englilh families coming to us 
here — If I can be ferviceable to any 
you would ferve, you have but to write. 
-—Mr. H . . . has fent my friend 
W — *s pifture — You have feen the 
~ 2 original. 



original, or I would have fent it you 
.^-I believe I (hall beg leave to get a 
copy of my own from yours, when 
I come in propria ferfma — till when, 
God blefs you my dear friend, and 
believe me, 

-Moft faithfully yours. 



X.. STERNE^l 
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XETTER XLH. 

To the fame. 

Montpelller, Jan. j, 17^* 

"My dear Friend, 

V 

X OtJ fee I cannot pafs over the 
'fifth of the month without thinking 
of you, and writing to you — The laft 
is a periodical habit— -the firft is from 
my heart, and I do it oftner than I 
remember — however, from both mo- 
tives together I maintain I have a 
right to the pleafureof a fingle line- 
be it only to tell me how your watch 
; goes— -You know how much, happier 

4 it 
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it would make me to know that all 
things belonging to y(^ went on well. 
— You are going to have them all to 
yourfelf (I hear) and tbac Mr. S 
is true to his firft intention of leaving 
bufinefs — I hope this will enable you 
to accomplilh yours in a ihorter time, 
that you may get to your long wiihed 
fbr itatrcat of tranquillity and filence 
•—When you have got to your fire- 
lide, and into your arm-chair (and» 
by the by^ have anther tx> fpare foe 
tL friend) and are ^ much a (bvereign 
as to fit in jrour fiiri'd cap (if you like 
it, tho* I ftiouid not, for a man*s 
ideas are at leafl: the cleaner for being 
drefs'd decently) why then it will be 

a miracle if I do not glide in like a 

ghoft 



C «5 ] 

ghoft upon you — ^and in a very un* 
ghoft-like f aftiion help you off with a 
bottle of your beft wine. 

January 15. — It does not happen 
every day that a letter begun in the 
moft pcrfeft health, Ihould be con- 
cluded in the greateft weaknefs — -I 
wifh the vulgar high and low do not 
fay it was a judgement upon me for 
taking all this liberty with gbofts — 
Be it as it may — I took a ride when 
the firft part of this was wrote to- 
wards Perenaj — and returned home 
in a fhivering fit, tho* I ought to have 
been in a fever, for I had tired my 
beaft ; and he was as unmoveable as 

Don Quixote's wooden horfe, and my 
Vol. II. F arm 
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arm was half diflocated in whipping 
him- — This quoth J is inhuman — ^No, 
fays a peafant on foot behind me, I'll 
drive him home — fo he laid on his 
pofteriors, but 'twas needlefs — as his 

face was turn'd towards Montpellier 
he began to trot. — But to return, this 
jfever has confined me ten days in my 
bed — ^I have fufFered in this fcuffle 
with death terribly ^ — btit unlefs the 
fpirit of prophecy deceive me* — I 
Ihall not die but live — in the mean 
time dear F; let us live as merrily but 
as innocently as we can-*— It has ever 
been as good, if not better, than a 
bilhoprick to me— -and / dejire m 
ofher-^-^Adku my de%r friend and be- 
lieve me yours,, ^ 
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Ple^fe to give the inclofed to Mr, T. 
— and tell him I thank him cordially 
from my heart for his great ^ced^ 






F? 
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LETTER XLIII. 

To the fame. 

Montpelliery Jan. 20. 

My dear Friend, 



H 



EARING by Lord R. who in 
pafling thro' here in his way to Madrid 
has given tot a call, that my worthy 
friend Mr^ Fox was now at Paris— 
I have inclofed a letter to him, whkh 
you will prefent in courfe or dire£fc to 
him. — I fuppofe you are full of Eng- 
lifh-— but in (hort we are here as if in 
another world, where unlefs fome 
ftray'd ibul arrives, we know nothmg 

of 
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of what is going on in yours.— *Lord 
G ....... r I fuppofe is gone from 

Paris, or I had wrote alfo to him. I 
know you ^re as bufy as a bee, md 
have few mon^ents to yourfelf— 
neverthelefs beftow one of them upon 
an old friend and write me a lipe — ^ 
and if Mn F: is too idle and has QUght 
to fay to me, pray write a fecpnd line 
for him. — ^We had a letter from Mifi 
P ■ ! ■ this week, who it feems has 
decamp'd for ever from Paris — -^// is 
for the beft — ^which is my general re- 
flexion upon many things in this 
world.-Well J I fliall fliortly come and 
ihake you by the hand in St, Sauveur 
— if ^ftill you are there. — ^My wife re- 
turns to Touloufe and purpoies to 

F 3 fpend 
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Ipend the fummer at Bagnieres — I 
pn the contrary go and vifit my 

wife the church in Yorkfhire.— We 
all live the longer — at leaft the hap- 
pier — for having things our own 
way. — This is vny conjugal maxim — I 
own 'tis pot the belt of ma^^ims — 
but I maintain 'tis not the worft. 
Adieu dear F — and believe me. 



Yours with truth, 



L. Sterne. 
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LETTER XLIV. 



To Mrs. F. 



I 



Montpellicr, Feb. i, 1764. 



AM preparing, my dear Mrs. F. 
to leave France, for I am heartily 
tired of ic — ^That infipidity there is 
'n French charafters has difgufted 
your friertd Yorick. — I have been 
dangeroufly ill, and cannot think that 
the fligrp air of Montpellier has been 
of fervice to me-r— and fo my phyfir 
cians told me when they had me un- 
der their hands for above a month — - 
]f you ftay any longer here, Sir, it 

F 4 will 
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will be fatal toyou--^And why good 
people were you not kind enough to 
tell me this fooner ? — After having dif- 
charg^ them, I told Mrs. S. that I 
ihould fet out for England very foon, 
but as ihe chufes to remain in France 
for two or three years, I have no ob« 
jeAion, except that I wi(h my girl 
in England—^The iiates of Langue* 
doc are met— 'tis a fine raree-fliew, 
with the ufual accompanyments qf 
fiddles, bears, and puppet-fliews*— - 
I believe I fhall ftep into my poft*- 
chaife. with mote alacrity to fly from, 
thefe fights, than a Frenchman would 
to fly to them — ^and except a tear at 
parting with my little flut, I fliall be 
in high ipirits, and every^ftep I take 

^ ' that 
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that brings me nearer England, will 
I think help to fet this poor frame to 
rights. Now pray write to me di- 
rcfted to Mr. F. at Paris, and tell me 
what I am to bring you over. — ^How 
do I long to greet all my friends ! few 
do I value more than yourfelf. — My 
wife chufes to go to Montauban, 
rather than ftay here, in which 1 am 
truely paffive. — If this fhould not 
find you at Bath, I hope it will be 
forwarded to you, as I wifh to fulfill 
your commiflions— and fo adieu — Ac- 
cept every warm wifh for your health, 
and believe me ever yours. 



♦• 



L. Sterne. 



P. S. 
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P. S. My phyficians have aU 
moft poifoned me with what they call 
bouillons refraicbiJfufUs — *tis a cock 

flead alive and boiled with poppy 
feeds, then pounded in a moitar, af* 
terwards pafl^d thro* afieve— •There is 
to be one crawfifh in it, and I was 
gravely told it muft be a male one — z, 
female would do me more hurt than' 
good. 



[ 7S } 
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LETTER XLV, 
To Mifs S. 

Paris, May 15, 1764. 

My dear Lydia, 



'y this time I fuppofeyour mo- 
ther and felf are fixed at Montauban, 
and I therefore direft to your banker, 
to be delivered to you. — I acquiefced 
m your ftaying in France — ^likewife 
it was your mother's wilh — but I muft 
tell you both ( that unlefs your health 
had not been a plea made ufe of) I 
ihpuld have wilhed you both to re- 
turn with mc. — I have fent you the 
3 Speftators, 
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Spedators, and other books, particu- 
larly Metaftalio ; but I beg my girl to 
read the former, and only make the lat- 
ter her amulement.' — I hope you have 
not forgot my lad requeft, to make no 
friendihips with the French-women — 
not that I think ill of them all, but 
fometimes women of the beft princi- 
ples are the moit infinuating — ^nay I 
am fo jealous of you that I Ihould be 
miferable were I to fee you had the 
lead grain of coquettry in your com- 
po0tion,-«-You have enough to do*-?-* 
for I have alfo fent you a guittar— -« 
and as you have no genius for drawings 
(tho' you never could be made to believe 
it) pray wafte not your time about it 
^---Remember to write to me as to a 
5 friend — 
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friend — ^in fhort whatever comes into 
your little head, and then it will be 
natural. — ^If your mother's rheuma- 
tifm continues and (he choofes to go 
to Bagnieres — tell her not to be 
flopped for want of money, for my 
purfe Ihall be as open as my heart. 
I have preached at the ambalTador's 
chapel — ^Hezekiah — (an odd fubjedt 
your mother will fay) There was a 
concourfe of all nations, and reli- 
gions too. — I Ihall leave Paris in a few 
days — ^I am lodged in the fame hotel^ 
with Mr. T • • . • they are good and 
generous fouls-— Tell your ndother 
that I hope ihe will write to me, 
and that when Ihe does fo, I may 

alfo receive a letter from my Lydia. 

Kifs 
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. Kifs your mother from me^ and 
believe me. 

Your affeftionatc. 



L. St£11>(£« 



» « • 



c n ] 



LETTER XLVl. 

7ork> Aagaft 6, 1764. 

My dear F — y 



T: 



HERE is a young lady witiv 
whom I have feht a ktter to you, 
who will arrive at Paris in her way to 
Italy— her name is Mifs Tuting; 
a lady known and loved by the whole 
kingdom— if you can be of any aid 
to her in your advice, &c. as to her 
journey, &c. your good nature and 
politenefs, I am fure need no fpur 
from me to do it. I was forry we 
were like the two buckets of a well, 

whilft 
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whilft in London, for wc were never 
able to be both refident together the 
month I continued in and about the 
environs.— If I get a cough this 
winter which holds me three days, 
you will certainly fee me at Paris the 
week following, for now I abandon 
every thing in this world to health 
and to my friends — ^for the laft fer- 
mon that I fhall ever preach, was 
preach'd at Paris — fo I am altogether 
an idle man, or rather a free one, 
which is better. I lent, laft poU, 
twenty pounds to Mrs* S. which makes 
a hundred pounds remitted, fince I 
got here — ^You muft pay yourfelf 
what I owe you out of it---and place 

the 
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tbe l^ft tx) acGOUQC.-^Bctwixt this and 
Lady-day tiexi;, Mrs. S. will draw 
from time to time upon you to ibout 
the amount of a hundred louis — but 
not more — (I think) I having left 
her a hundred in her pocket. — ^But 
you Ihall ialways have money be- 
forehand of mine — and fhe pur- 
pofes to fpend no further than five 
thoufand livres in the year — but 
twenty pound, this way or that, 
makes no difference between us 
Give my kindeft compliments^ to 

Mr. P , I have a thoufand things 

to fay to you, and would go half 
way to Paris to tell them you in 
your ear. — The Meflrs. T^ ■ , 

H , &c, and many more of 

Vol, II, G your 
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your friends with whom I am now, 
fend their fervices— -Mine to all 
friends— Yours, dear F, moil truly. 



X. SXERNE. 
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LETTER XLVII. 
To J. H, S. Efq, 

September 4, 1764* 

JL^ OW, my dear, dear Anthony-— 
1 do not think a week or ten days 
playing the good follow (at this very 
time) at Scarborough fo abominable 
a thing — but if a man could get there 
cleverly, and every foul in his houfe 
in the mind to try what could be done 
in furtherance thereof, I have no one 
to confult in this affair— therefore es 
a man may do worfe things, the Eng- 
lifli of all which is this, that I am 

G 2 going 
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-going to leave a few poor fheej^hert 
in the wilderners for fourteen days — 
. and from pride and naughtinefs of 
heart to go fee what is doing at Scar- 
borough — ftedfaftly meaning after- 
wards to le^ h new life and (trengthen 
my faith. — ^Now fome folks fay there 
is fnuch company there-— and fome 
fay not — and! believe there is nei- 
ther the one of the other — ^but will 
* be bbth. If the \w5iid mW Kavt but a 
. ftionth^s patienct or fo.-^No, my 
-dedr H . . . 1 xJidnotdclay ifertdiitg 
your letttf idireftly to the poft---As 
there are eriticd titties or father turns 
aftd tevolutiorts ih * * * huitidurs, 1 
knew riot what t^e delay of an 
hour might haz^fd---i will anfwcr 
- a . for 
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fdp bkn, he Iras Ifemnty tknn feVfo > 
for^ven you-^fliid as often vi(h*d 
you at the d — I. — After maoy os- 
cillations the pendulum will reft firm • 
as even — 

I fend all kind compliments to Sir : 
C...D.... and G — s — I love them ^ 
from my foul — If G ♦ . . . . t is with -* 
you, him «lfo. — I go on^ not rapidly^ ., 
but well enough with .my uncle To- 
by's amours — There is no fitting, and v 
cudgeling ones brains whilft the fun -* 
fhines bright — 'twill be all over in - 
fix or feven weeks, and there are dif- 
mal months enow after to endure fuf- 
focation by a brimftone fire- fide. — If 
you can get to Scarborough, do.— 

G 3 A. 
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A man who makes fix tons of alum r 
a week, may. do any thing — ^Lord 
G — ^y is to be there— *what a temp- 
tation I. . 

Yours afFeftionately, . 



L« ST£IIKJ&. 



E sy I 
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LETT E R XLVIIL 
To Mr. F. at Paris* 

York» September 29, 1764* 

My dear Fricnd> 



Have juft had the honour of a 
letter from Mifs T — j full of the ac^ 
knowledgments of your attention and 
kind fervices to her ; I will not believe 
thefe arofe from the D* of A ... /s 
letters, nor mine. S^rdy fie needed 
no recommendation — the trueft and 
moft honeft conipliment I can pay 
you, is to fay they came from your 
own good heart, only you was intro- 

G 4 duced. 



duccd to the objcdt — ^for the reft fal- 
lowed in courfe-^--Howev«r kt me 
caft in my mite of thanks to the trea- 
fury which belongs to good natured 
aftions. I have been with Lord G — y 
thcfe three weeks at Scarborough — 
the pleafures of whi;ch I Ib^ind Ibme- 
what more exalted than thofe of Bag- 
nieres laft year*—- 1 am now returned 
to my Philofophical Hut to Ikifh 
Triftram, which I c^culate will be 
ready for the world about Chriftmas^ 
at which time I decamp from hence; 
and fix my head quarters at London 
for the winter — unlcfe my cough 
puJhds me forwards to yoitr MetrOi 
polij-— or that I can pcrfuade fomef 
gr^ my Lord to take a trip to you— 

ru 
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ril tiy if I can make him leUflk che 
jays of the Tmieries^ Opera C^mi^e^ 
8oc» 

I had this week a letter from Mrs. 
S ' ■* from Montauban, in which 
fhe telts me (he has ocxafion for fifty 
pounds immediately — Will yon fend 
an order to your correfpondcnt at 
MoTitauban to pay her fo much cafh 
— and I will in three weeks fend as 
much to Becket — ^But as her purfe 
is low, for God*s fake write direftly. 
— Now you muft do fometbing e- 
qually effential — ^to reAify a miftake 
in the mmd of your correfpondent 
there, who it feems gave her a hint 
not long ago, •* that jbe was fepa- 

rated 
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rated from me for li/e.^-^o^ as* thii- 
is not. trae in the jirft. place, and may 
giv^ a difadvantageous imprelfion. <A 
her to thofe fhe lives amongft — 
'twould- be unmerciful to let her, or 
my daughter, fuflfer by it; fodobe 
fo good as to undeceive him—for in 
a year or two (he propofes (and in-r 
deed I expeft it with impatience from 
her) to rejoin me — and tell them I 
have all the confidence in the world, 
flie will not fpend more than I caa 
afford, and I only mentioned two hun-. 
dred guineas a year — becaufe 'twas 
right to name fome certain fum, for 
which I beg'd you to give her cre- 
dit. — I write to you of all my moft 
intimate concerns, as to a brother, 

fo 
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fo^xcufe me dearF— . God blcfs you; 
-—Believe me, 

Yburs affeftionately, 

L. Sterne. 



Compliments to Mr. Panchaud,. 
D'Holbach,. &c. 
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T<i J. H. S. E(q. 

Coxwoold, •«^>Thttr/(}ay. 

My dear Goufirt, 

X Am but this moment returned from 
Scarborough, where I have been 
drinking the haters ever fince the 
races, and have received marvellous 
ftrength, had I not debilitated it as 
faft as I got it, by playing the good 

fellow with Lord G y and Co. 

too much, I rejoice you have been 
encamp'd at Harrowgate, from which, 
by now, I fuppofe you are decamp'd 

— 'Othcrwifc 
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— otherwife as idle a beafl: as I have 
been, I would have facrificed a few 
days to the god of laughter with you 
and your jolly fct,— I have done no- 
thing good that I know of, fince I 
left you, except pay ing off your gui- 
nea and a half to IC-- — * , in my way 
thro* York hither — I muft try now 
and do better— Go on, and profpet for 
^ tnonth, 

Your ftSedbtmie 



*L, BtEk^t. 
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XETTER I.: 
-To Mr. I F. at Paris. 

York, November ii, 1764, 

My dear Friend, 



I 



Sent ten days ago, a bank bill of 
' thirty pounds to Mr. Becket, and this 
poftonc^f fixty— ^When I get to Lon- 
don, Which will be in five weeks, yoa 
will receive what fhall always keep 
you in bank for Mrs. S— — -; in the 
mean time I have defired Becket to 
fend you fourfcore pounds, and if my 
wife, before I get to London, fhould 
have occafion for fifty louis let her 

not 
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?not wait a minute, and if I have not 
paid it, a week of a fortnight Iknow 
will break no fquares with a good and 
-worthy friend. — ^I will contrive to 
fend you thefe two new volumes of 
Triftram, .as ibon as ever 1 get them 
from the puefsi — You will read as 
odd a tour thro* France as ever was 
projeftcd or executed by traveller, 
or travel- writers fince the world be- 
gan- — 'Tis a laughing good tempered 
fatyr againft travelling (as puppies tra- 
vel) Panchaud will enjoy it — ^lam 
quite civil to your Parifians — ef pour 
4aufe you know— 'tis likely I may fee 
them in Ipring— Is it poflible for you 
io get me over a copy of my pidture 
any how ? If fo I would write to Ma- 
4 demoifelle 



* 1 
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dcnKHfeUe Nii«n » co make is good 

a copy fitrni it as fiie poflibly c6uld 

*-.with a view to do her femcc 

hcre^— ami I ^ould remit her the 

pcipe-^I really believe it would be 

^e parent of a dozta portraits to 

-her, if ihe executes ic with the fpi- 

rit of the original in your hands^^^.^ 

.for it wU be feen by mafty— and 

as my phi2 is ts ttmafkable as my- 

felf, if (he prefervcs the true cha- 

mfter of both^ it will do her . ho* 

ftOur aftd fervice too.— -Write me 4 

line dbouc dii^^, ^h1 tell fne you 

ait well and iiappy^-^WiU f&a pi&&- 

fenc my kind ne^eds co the worthy, 

. Bacon^^I fhail £»id him one of the 

beft ioipreSons of my pi£lure fit>m 

Mr- 
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Mr. Reynolds's — another to Monfieur 

P • My love to Mr. S-— n 

and P— — — d. 

I am moft truly yoursy. 






L. Sternz. 



Vol. II. H 
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LETTER LL 
To J, H. S. Efq, 

November 13, 1764, 
My dear Coufin, 

J^ I S a church militant week 
wkh me, full of marches, and couq- 
cermarches — and treaties about Stil- 
lington common, which we are going 
to inclofe— otherwife I would have 
obey'd your fummons — and yet I 
could not well have done it this week 
neixher, having received a letter from 

C J who has been very ill ; and 

is coming down to ftay a week or ten 

days 
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days witk me. — Now I fcnoT^ he is aht- 
bitious of bc'ing better acquainted' 
tvith yoir; and longs from his foiil^ 
for a fight of you in your own caftle. — 
I cannot do othferwife, than bring him 
with me — nor can I gallop away and 
leave him an empty ^ houfe to pa/ a 
vifit to from London^ as' he comes 
Tialf exprefs to fee nie. — I thanlc you 
for the care of my northern vintage — 
1 fear after all I muft give it a fer- 
mentation on the other fide of the 
Alps, which is better than being on 
the lees with it — but nous verrom — yet 
1 fear as it has got fuch hold of my 
brain and comes upon it like an armed 
man at nights — I muft give way for 
ijuietncfs fake, or be hag-ridden with 

H 2 the 
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the conceit of it all my life long. — I 
have, been Mifs-ridden this laft week • 
by a couple of romping girls. (Az>» 
mifes et comme il faut) who might as 
well have been in the houfe with me, 
(tho' perhaps nor, my retreat here is 
too quiet for them) but they have 
taken up all my time, and have, given 
my judgment and fancy more airings 
than they wanted.-— Thefe things ac- 
cord not well with fcrmon making — 
biit 'tis my vile errantry, as Sancho 
ray», and that is all that can be made of 
it* — I truft all. goes fwimmingly on 
with your alum; that the works 
amufe yoiu, and call you twice out 
(at leaft) a day. — I ftiall fee them I 
truft in ten days,.x>r thereabout-r-If 

• 

It 
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it was any way poflible, I would kt 
out this moment, tho* I have na 
cavalry — {except a Jhe afs) Give all 
friendly relpefts to Mrs. C. and to 
Col. H . . .'s and the garrifon, both of 
Guifbro and Skelton. — I am, dear 
Anthony, affedtionately 

Yours, 



L. Stehne.' 



LETTER LIL 
Tq Mr. F. at P. 

York, Noyember i6, 1764.. 

My deaf Friend, 

1 H R E E pofts before I had the 
favour of yours (which is come to-^ 
hand this moment) I had wrote t© feD 
Mrs. S. right in her miftake — That 
you had any money of mine in your 
hands — being very fenfible that the 
hundred pounds I had fent you, thro* 
Becker's hands, was but about what 
would balance with you — The rea- 
fon of her error was owing to my writ- 
ing her word, I would fend you a 

bill 
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bill m a poft ot two for fiftjr pouncfe 
— ^which, my finances falling fho'rt 
juft then, I defert'd — fo that 1 had . 
paid nothing to any one — but was 
however come to Yctk this day, and 
I have fent you a draught for a hun- 
dred pounds — in honcft truth a fort- 
night ago I had not the calh— but I 
am as honeft as the king (is Sancho 
Pan^a fays) only not fo rich. 

Therefore if Mfs. S. fhould want 
thirty louis more, let her have them — 
and I will balance all (which will not 
be much) with honour at Chriftmas, 
when I fhall be in London, having 
now juft finilh'd my two volumes of 
Triftram. — I have fome thoughts of 

H 4 goinor 
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going to Italy this year — at kaft I 
ftiall not defer it above another.——— 
I have been with Lord Granby, and 
with Lord Shelburne, but am now 
fat down till December in my fweet 
retirement — I wifh you was fat 
down as happily, and as free of all 
worldly cares.. , In a few years, my 
dear F. I hope to fee you a real 
country gentleman, tho' not altoge- 
ther exiled from your friends in Lon- 
don — there I fhallfpend every winter 
of my life, in the fame lap of con- 
tentment, where I enjoy myfelf now 
—and wherever I go — we muft 
bring three parts in four of the treat 

along with us —In fhort we muft 

be happy within— and then few things 

without 
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without us make much difference- 
This is my Shandeanphilofophy. 



You will read a comic account of my 
journey from Calais thro* Paris to the 
Garonne, in thefe volumes — my 
friends tell me they are done with 
fpirit ^ it muft fpealc for itfelf — 
Give my kind refpefts to Mr. Selwin 
and my friend Panchaud — When 
you fee Baron d*Holbach, prefent 
him my refpefts, and believe me, 
dear F* 

Your's cordially, 

L, Sterne, 



\ • 
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LETTER LIII. 
To D. G. Efq. 

London, March t6, 1765- 



Dear G. 



I 



Threatened you with a letter in? 
one I wrote a few weeks ago to 
Foley, but (to my (bame be it fpoken) 
I lead fuch a life of diflipation I 
have never had a moment to myfelf 
which ' has not been broke In upon, 
by one engagement or impertinence 
or another — and as plots thicken to- 
wards the latter end of a piece, I 
find, unlefs I take pen and ink juft 
now, I fhall not be able to do it, 

4 till 



tiS either I am got into the country;, 
or you to the city. You are teized 
^d tormented too much by your cor- 
reipondents, to return to ue, and 
with accounts how much your friends^ 
and how much your Theatre wtnts. 
you^ — fo that I will not magnify ei- 
ther our loCs or yours — but hope cor^ 
dially to fee you foon. — Since I wrote^ 
laft I have frequently ftept into your 
houfe— that is, as frequently as I could* 
take the whole party, where I dined, 
5ilong with me — This was but juftice 
to you, as I walk'd in as a wit-~but 
with regard to myfelf, I balanced the 
account thus —I am fometimes in my 
friend — ^ — ^.'s houfe, but he is always- 
in Triftram Shandy- s~- where my" 

friends 
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friends fay he will continue (and I 
hope the prophecy true for my own 
immortality) even when he himfelf is 
no more, 

I have had a lucrative winter's 
campaign here — -Shandy fells well— - 
I am taxing the publick with two 
more volumes of fermons, which will 
more than double the gains of Shan- 
dy — It goes into the world with a 
prancing lift of de toute la nobleffe — 
which will bring me in three hundred 
pounds, exclufive of the fale of the 
copy — fo that with all the contempt of 
money which ma fagon de penfet has 
ever imprefs'd on me, I Ihall be rioh 
in fpite of myfelf : but I fcorn you 

muft 
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unufl: know, in the high ton I take at 
prefent, to pocket all this trafh — I 
fet out to lay a portion of it in the 
fervice of the ,worlcl, in a tour round 
Italy, wheit I Ihall fpring game, or 
the duce is in the dice. — In the begin- 
ning of September I quit England, 
that I may avail myfelf of the time of 
vintage, when all nature is joyous, 
and fo faunter philofophically for a 
year or fo, on the other fide the Alps. 
— I hope your pilgrimages have 
brought Mrs. G. and yourfelf back 
a la fleur dejeunejfe — May you both 
long feel the fweets of it, and your 
friends with you.— Do, dear friend, 
make my kindeft wifhes and compli- 
ments acceptable to the. beft and wifeft 

2 of 



t)f the (daughters of Eve— ^Yori fhaft 
ever bejieve and ever find me aflfcc- 
tionatel}^ yours^ 

L. St£RN£. 



I 1" J 



LETTER LIV. 



To D. G. Efq. 



I 



Bath, April 6, 1765. 



Scalp you !-^my dear G — J 1117 
dear friend ! — ^foul befal the man who 
hurts a hair of your head! — and fo 
full was I of that very fcntiment, that 
nay letter had not been put into thepoflr- 
oflfce ten minutes, before my heart 
fmote me ; and I fcnt to recall it— 
but failed — ^You are fadly to blarney 
Shandy! for this, q.uoth I, leanings 
with my head on my hand, as I re* 
•criminated upon my falfe delicacy in 

the 
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the affair — G-^-'s nerves (if he has 
any left) are as fine and delicately fpun, 
as thy own — his fentiments as honeft 
and friendly — thou knoweft. Shandy, 
that he loves thee — why wilt thou ha- 
zard him a moment's pain ? Puppy ! 
fool, coxcomb, jack-afs, &c. &c. — and 
fo I balanced the account to your 
favour, before I received it draw^i 
up in your way — I fay your way--^ 
for it is not ftated fo much to your 
honour and credit, as I had pafled the 
account before — for it was a moft la- 
mented truth, that I never received 
one of the letters your friendlhip 
meant me, except whilft in Paris. — 
O ! how I congratulate you for the 
anxiety the world has and Continues 

to 
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to be under, for your return. — Re- 
turn, return to the few who love you 
and the thoufands who aidmire you. — 
The moment you fet your foot upon 
your ftage — mark! I tell it you— 
by fome magic, irrefifted power, every 
fibre about your heart will yibrate 
afrefh, and as ftrong and feelingly as 
ever — Nature, with glory at her back, 
will light up the torch within you — 
and there is enough of it left, to heat 
and enlighten the world thefe 'many, 
. many, many years. 

Heaven be praifed ! (I utter it from 
my foul) that your lady, and my Mi- 
nerva, is in a condition to walk to 
Windfor — full rapturoufly will I lead 

Vol. II. I the 
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the graceful pilgrim to the temple* 
Vhere I will facrifice with the pwc& 
incenfe to her — but you may worihip 
vith me, or not— 'twill make no dif- 
ference either in the truth or warmth 
of my devotion — Hill (after all I have' 
feen) I {till maintain her p^crfcfs. 

P— ! good Heaven 1 — giv^ me iomt 
one with lefs fmoke and more fire—* 
There are who, like' the Pharifee&,ftiU 
think they fhall be heard for mucb 
Ipeaking — Come — -come away ipy 
dear G — and teach us another leflbn. 

Adieu 1 — I love you dcarly~and 
your lady better— not lK)bt)iboriicaUy 
^~but mcA fei^tunentally and afiec^ 

tio;iately — 



donately — ^for I am yours (that is 
if you never fay another word about 
— ) with all the fentiments of love 
^nd friendfhip you deferve from me, 

L. Sterne. 
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LETTER LV. 



Bath, April 15, 1765. 



My dear R 



M 



T wife tells mc flic has dravm 
for one hundred pounds, and 'tis fit 
that you fliould be paid it that mi- 
nute — the money is now in Becket's 
hands — fend me, my dear F— — 
my account, that I may difcharge 
the balance to this time, and know 
what to leave in your hands. — I have 
made a good campaign of it this 
year in the field of the literati — 

my 
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iny two volumes of Triftram, and two 
of fermons, which I ftiall print very 
f6on» will tring me a confiderablc 
fum. — Almoft all the nobility in Eng- 
land honour me with their names, and 
*tis thought it will be the largeft, 'and 
mofl: fplcndid lift which ever pranced 
before a book, fmce fubfcriptions 
came into fafliion.— Pray prefent my 
moft fincere compliments to lady 
H whofe name I hope to infert 
with many others, — As fo many men 
of genius favour me with their names 

alfo, I will quarrel with Mr.H e^ 

and call him deift, and what not, un- 
kfs I have his name too. — My love ta 

Lord W. Your narpe, F. 1 have 

put in as a. free-will offering of my 

I 3 labours 
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labours -^ your lift cvf fuhfcribers you^ 
will fcn4 — ^*tis but a crown for fixteen. 
fcrmons-r-Dog cheap ! but I am in. 
queft of honour, not money.---:Adieu, 
adieu, — believe me, dear F. 

Yours truly, 

J^. Sterne^ 



i »r9 I 



L-ETTER LVL 



Ta Mr. W. 



CoxwoulcJ^, May 2 3^, 1765. 



A 



T this moment am T fitdns in * 
my fuinmer houfe with my head and 
heart full, not of nny uncle Toby's 
amours with the widow Wadman, 
feat my fermons— and your' letter 
has drawn me out of a penfive moocf 
— the fpific of it pkafetb me — but in 
this folitude, what can I tell or write 
to you but about myfelf — I am glad' 
that you are in love — ^twill cure you 
(:at leaft) of the fpleen> which has a bad 

I 4 effcft 
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cfieft on both man and woman — I my- 
felf muft ever have fome dulcinea in 
my head— it harmonifcs the foul — 
and in thofe cafes I firft endeavour to 
make the lady believe fo, or rather I 
begin firft to make myfelf believe 
that I am in love — but I carry 
- on my affairs quite in the French 
-4r way, fen timen tally — " /Wd72(r" (fay 
they) ^\n ^ eft rien fans fentiment^^ — Now 
notwithftandina: thev make fuch a 
pother about the word^ they have no 
precife idea annex'd to it — And fa 
much for that fame fubjeft called love 
— -I muft tell you how I have juft 
treated a French gentleman of for- 
tune in France, who took a liking to 
my daughter — Without any ceremony 

(having 
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(having got my diredlion from my 
wife's banker^ he wrote me word 
that he was in love with my daugh- 
ter, and defired to know whac 
fortune I would give her at prefent, 
and how much at my death — by the 
bye, I think there was very little y^»- 
timent on his fide — My anfwer was 
** Sir, I fhall give her ten thoufand 
pounds the day of marriage — my 
calculation is as follows — fhe is not 
eighteen, you are fixty-two — there 
goes five thoufand pounds — then Sir, 
you at leaft think her not ugly — fhe 
has many accompliihments, fpeaks 
Italian, French, plays upoa the guit- 
tar, and as I fear you play upon no 
inftrumcnt whatever, I think you 

wiU 
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will be happy tatake her at my termsi, 
for here finilhes the account of the 
ten thoufand pounds" — I do not fup- 
pofe but he will take this a$ I mean^ 
that is — a flat refufal. — I have had a^ 
parfonage houfe burnt down by the 
carelefsnefs of my curate's wife — as 
foon as I can I muft rebuild it, I trow 
I— but I lack the means at prefent — 
yet I am never happier than when 
I have not a fhilling in my pocket 
—-for when I have I can never call it 
my own. Adieu my dear friend — 
may you enjoy better health than me,., 
tho' not better fpirits, for that isi im- 
poflible. 

Yours fincerely,, 

L. Stbrn^. 
My compliments to the Col 
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EETTER LYir. 
To. Mr. F; at Paris. 

york> July 13, ij6s^^ 

My dear Sk, 



I 



Wrote fome time in fpnog, to beg., 
you would favour me with my ac- 
count, I believe you was fet out from 
Paris, and thait Mr. Garrick brought 
the letter with, him*<<rwhich pofTihly 
h/e g^ve you. In the hurry of your 
bufinels you might forget the contents 
ofU; and in. tte hurry of mine in 
town (thoug.h I called once) I could 
not get to, fee yQu, I decamp for 

Italy 
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Italy in September, and fliall fee your 
face at Paris, you may be furc — but I 
fliall fee it with more pleafurc when I 
am out of debt — which is your own 
fault, for Becket has had money left 
in his hands for that purpofe. — Do 
fend Mrs. Sterne her two laft volumes 

of Triftram ; they arrived with your'y 
in fpring, and flie complains ihc has 
not got them. — My beft fervices to 
Mr. Panchaud. — I am bufy com- 
pofmg two volumes of fermons — 
they will be printed in September, 
though I fear not time enough ta 
bring them with me. Your name is 
amongft the lift of a few of my ho- 
norary * fubfcribers — who fubfcribe 
for love. — If you fee Baron D*Hol- 

bach. 
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bach, and Diderot, prefent my rcfpedts 
to them— If the Baron wants any En-* 
gii(h books, he will let me know, and 
I will bring them with me — Adieu^ 

I am truly your*s, 

L. Sterns. 
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XETTER LVIII. 

To Mrs. M— d— S. 

Coxwonld, July 2r, 1765, 

H E firft time I have dipped my 
pen into the ink-horn for this 
-week paft is to write to you, and to 
thank you moft fincerely for your 
kind epiftle— Will this be a liifficicnt 
apology for my letting it be ten days 
upon my table without anfwering it~- 
I truft it will — I am fure my own 
feelings tell me fo, becaufe I felt it 

impoflible to do any thing that is un- 
gracious towards you.— It is not every 
J hour 
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3u>ur, or day, or week of a man's life 
that is a fit feafen for the dutks of 
fiiendfliip--rentiment is not always at 
Kaiicl-.^ride and folly, and what i& 
^called bufinefs, oftentimes keep it at a 
diftance and without fentiment, what 
is friendibip ? — a name, a ftiadow !—* 
But, to prevent a mifapplication of 
thi«, (though why (hould I fear it 

from fo kind and gentle a fpirit as 
yoar's) — you muft know, that by care- 
leffiief^ of my curate, or his wife, ot 
his maid, or fome one within his 
gates, the parfdnage-houfe at Sutton 
was burnt to the ground, with the fur- 
niture that belonged to me, and a 
pretty good colleftion of books ; the 
ioft thnee hundred and fifty pounds— 

The 
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The poor man with his wife took the 
wings of the next morning, and fled 
away — this has given me real vexa- 
tion, for fo much was my pity and 
cfteem for him, that as foon as I heard 
of this difafter, I fent to defire he 
would come and take up his abode 
with me till another habitation was 
ready to receive him —but he was gone 
—and, as I am told, through fear of 
my perfecution. — Heavens I how little 
did he know of me to fuppofe I was 
among the number of thofe wretches 
that heap misfortune upon misfortune 
• — and when the load is almoft infup- 

portable, ftill to add to the weight ! 
God, who reads my heart, knows it to 
be true — that I wifh rather to ihare, 

3 than 
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than to encreafe the burthen of the 
xniferable — to dry up, inftead of add- 
ing a fingle drop to the ftrcam of for- 
Fow.— ^As for' the dirty trafh of this 
world, I regard it not— the iofs of it 
does not coft me a figh, for after all, X 
may fay with the Spanifli Captain, 
that I am as good a gentleman as the 
icing, only not quite fo rich. 

But to the point : Shall I e^tpeft 
you here this fummer ? — I much wifli 
that you may make It convenient to 
'gratify me in a vifit for a few weeks 
— I will give you aroaft fowl for your 
•dinner, and a clean table-cloth every 
day — and tell you a ftory by way of 
xlefert — in the heat of the day we will 

Voi« 11. K fit 
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fit in the (hade — and in the evening 
the faireft of all the milk- maids who 
pafs by my gate, (hall weave a gar- 
land for you. —If I Ihould not be fo 
fortunate, contrive to meet me the be- 
ginning of Oftober — I (hall ftay a fort- 
night after, and then feek a kindlier 
climate. — This plaguy cough of mine 
feems to gain ground, and will bring 
me to my grave in fpight of me — but 
while I have ilrength to run away 
from it I will— I have been wreftling 
with it for thefe twenty years paft — 
and what with laughter and good 
fpirits, have prevented its giving me a 
foil— but my antagoni(t prcfles clofer 
than ever upon roe^— gnd I have no- 
tiiing left on my fide but another 
4 jfourney 
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journey abroad — A-propos_are you 
for a fcheme of that fort ? if not, per- 
haps you will accompany me as far 
as Dover, that we rtiay laugh together 
on the beach, to put Neptune in a 
good humour before I embark — — 

God blefs you, my dear Madam, 

and believe me ever your's, 



t 



K 2 



1 IJ2 ] 



LETTER LIX. 

To Mr. W. 

CoxwOdld, I)ecember 20, 176$. 

X HANKS, my dear W. for 
your letter— I am juft preparing to 
come and ^reet you and many other 

friends in town — I have drained my 
ink ftandifh to the bottom, and after 

I have publifhed, fhall fet my face* 
not towards Jerufalem, but towards 

the Alps — I find I muft once more 

fly from death whilft I, have ftrength 

-^I fhall go to Najples and fee whether 

the 

3 
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tRe air of that place will not fet this* 
poor frame to rights — As to the pro- 
jcdl of getting a bear to lead,, I thinic 
I have enough to do^ to govern my.-^ 
fclf — and howev^iT profitable it might- 
be (according to your opinion) I anv 
fure it would be unpleafurable — Few 
arc the minutes of life, and I do not 
think, that I have any to throw away 

on any one being, 1 fhall fpend 

nine or ten months in Italy, and call 
upon.my wife anddaughter in France 
at my return — fo fhall be. back by the 
King's birth-day— what a projeft !-and 
nowmvdearfriendam I^oino; to York, 
not for the fake of fociety - nor ta 
walk by the fide of the muddy Oufe,: 
but to recruit rnyfcU" or the moft 

K ^ vIoIl^hc 
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violent fpkting of blood that ever 
mortal man experienced; becaufe I 
had rather (in cafe 'tis ordained, fo) 
die there, tlian in a poft-chaife on the 

road. — If the amour of my uncle 
Toby do not pleafe you,. I am mif- 
taken— and fo with a droll ftory I will 
finifli this letter — A fenfible friend of 
mine, with whom not long ago, I 
fpcnt fome hours in converfation, met 
an apothecary (an acquaintance of 
ours) — the latter afked him how he 
did? why, ill, very ill— I have beeri^ 
with Sterne, who has given me fuch a, 
dofe of Jtticfalt that I am in a. 
fever— Attic fait. Sir, Attic fait! I 
have Glauber fait — I have Epfom faljn 
in my fliop, &c. — Oh ! I fuppofe 'tis. 

fome 
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fome French fait — I wonder you would 
truft his report of the medicine, he 
cares not what he takes himfelf — I 
fancy I fee you fmile — I long to be 
able to be in London, and embrace 
my friends there — and Ihall enjoy 
myfelf a week or ten days at Paris 
with my friends, particularly the Ba- 
ron d'HoIbach, and the reft of the 
joyous fett — As to the females — no I 
will not fay a word about them — 
only I hate borrowed charafters taken 
up (as a woman does her ihifc) for 
the purpofe fhe intends to effeftuat*. 
Adieu, adieu — I am yours whiltt 



K A L. Sterne. 
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LETTER LX. 
To Mr. F. at Paris. 

Londoit^ OAobcr 7, 1765. 

Dear Sir, 



I 



T is a terrible thing to be in Paris 
without a perriwig to a man's head ! 
In feven days from the date of this, 
I fhould be in that cafe, unlefs yoa 
tell your neighbour Madame Requiere 
to get her bon mart die me faire une 
peruque & bourfe^ an mieux — e'efi a 
dire — une la plus extraordinaire — la 
plus jolie la plus gentille — et la 

PMS 

— - ^Mcis 



I 
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— Mais qu* importe ? jai Vbonnewr 
d'etre grand critique— et bien difficile- 
encore dans les affaires de peruques — 
and in one word that he gets it done 
in five days after notice — 

I beg pardon for this liberty, my 

dear friend, and for the trouble of 

forwarding this by the very next 

poft. — If my friend Mr. F. is in Paris 

— my kind love to him and relpefts 

to all others^ — in fad hafte — 

Yours truly, 

L. Sterne. 

I have paid into Mr. Becket's hands 
fix hundred pounds, which you may 
draw upon at fight, according as 

either Mrs.. S or myfelf make it 

expedient. 
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LETTER LXL 

To Mr. P. at Paris. 

Beau Pont Voifin, November 7, 1765. 

Dear Sir, 



I 



Forgot to defire you to forward 
whatever letters came to your hand 
to your banker at Rome, to wait for 
me againft I get there, as it is uncer- 
tain how long I may flay at Turin, 
&c. &c. at prefent I am held prifoner 
in this town by the fuddcn fwelling of 
two pitiful rivulets from the fnows 
melting on the Alps — fo that we can- 
not either advance to them, or retire 

* back 
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back again to Lyons — :for how long^ 
the gentlemen who are my fellow- 
travellers, and myfelf, fliall languiftt 
in this ftate of vexatious captivity, 
heaven and earth furely know, for it 
rains as if they were coming together 
to fettle the matter, — I had an agree- 
able journey to Lyons, and a joyous 
time there v dining and fupping every 
day at the commandant's — LordF. W. 
r left there, and about a dozen Eng- 
lifh — If you fee lord Offory, lord- 
William Gordon, and my friend Mr. 
Crawfurd, remember me to them— if 
Wilkes is at Paris yet, I fend him 
all kind wifhes— prefent my compli- 
ments as well as thanks to my good! 

friend Mifs P , and believe me, 

dear Sir, with all truth, yours, 

L. Sterne^ 
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LETTER LXIL 
Ta the fame. 

Turin, November 15-, 1765'. 

Dear Sir, 



A 



FTER many difficulties I have 
got here fafe and found — tho' eight 
days in. paffing. the mountains of Sa^ 
voy* — I am (lopped here for ten days 
by the whole country betwixt here 
an I Milan being laid underwater by^ 
continual rains — but I am very, happy, 
and have found my way into a dozen 
houfes already — Tomorrow I am to be 
prefented to the King, and when that 

ceremony 
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ceremony is over, I fhall have my 
hands full of engagements — NoEng- 
liih here but Sir James Maodonald 
who meets with much refpedt, and 
Mr. Ogilby. We arc all together, 
and (hall depart in peace together— 
My kind fervices to all— pray forward 
the inclofed — • 

Yours moft truly, 

L. Sterne. 
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LETTER" LXIIL 

To the fame» 

Ttttin, Novcmb€r 28, 1765^ 

Dear Sir, 



I 



A M juft leaving this place with 
Sir Janies Macdonald for Milan, &c. 
— We have fpent a joyous fortnight 
here, and met with . all kinds of ho- 
nours — and with regret do we both 
bid adieu — but health on my fide— « 

and good fenfe on his— fay *tis better 

to be at Rome — ^you fay at Paris—- 
but you put variety out of the que- 
ftion. — I intreat you to forward the 

inclofed 
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Inclofed to Mrs. Sterne — My compli- 
, ments to all friends, more particu- 
larly to thofe I moft value (that in- 
cludes Mr. F. if he is at Paris.) 

I am yours moft truly, 

L. Sterns. 



#„ 



I 

\ 

I 

LETTER LXIV. 

To the fame. • 

Florence, December i8, I76> 

Dear Sir, ' 



I 



Have been a month paffing the 
jplains of Lombardy — ^-ftopping m 
my way at Milan, Parma, Placenza, 
and Bologna —with weather as deli- 
cious as a kindly April in England, 

and have been three days in croffing a 
part of the Apennines covered with 
thick fnow — ^Sad tranfition ! — I ftay 
here three days to dine with our Ple- 
ftipo Lords T d and C ~— r, 

and 
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and in five days fhall tread the Vatican 
and be introduced to all the Saints 
in the Pantheon. — ^I ftay but fourteen 
days to pay thefe civilities, and then 
decamp for Naples. — Pray fend the 
inclofed to my wife, and Becket*s 
letter to London. 

Yours truly, 

L. Sterns. 



Vol. II, L ^ 
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LETTER LXV. 

■ 

ToMifsS-. 
My dear Girl, 



Y 



OUR letter, my Lydia, has made 
jBije- both l^ugh and cry — Sorry am 1 
that you are both fo afflifted with the 
ague, and by all means I wifli you 
both to fly from, Tours, becaufe I re- 
member it is fituated between two ri- 
vers, la Loire, and le Cher — which 
muft occ^fion fogs, and damp un- 
wholefome weather — therefore for the 
fame reafon go not to Boui'gcs en 

Breffe— 
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Brefle- Ais ai vik a place for agiM.**^ 

I find myfelf io&aitely better thw I 
was — ami hope to have added at Icafl: 
ten years to my life by this journey 
to Italy — the climate is heavenly, 
and I find new principles of health in 
me» which I have been long a itranger 
to — but trull me» my Lydia^ I will 
find you out wherever you are^ in 
May. Therefore I beg you to direft 
to me at BeUoni's at Rome, that t 
may have fome idea where you will 
be then.~Thc account you give me of 
Mrs» C ■ is truly amiable, I fhall 
ever honour her — Mr. C. is a divert- 
ing companion — what he faid of 
your little French admirer was truly 

droll— the Marquis de is an 

L 2 impoftor. 



[ H8 j 

impSftor, and not worthy of your 
acquaintance — he only pretended to 
know me, to get introduced to your 
mother — I defire you wili get your 
mother to write to Mr. C. that I 
may difcharge every debt, and then 
my Lydia, if I live, the produce of 
my pen (hall be yours — If fate re- 
ferves me not that-^the humane and 
gQod, part for thy father's fake, part 
for thy own, will never abandon thee !— 
If your mother's health will permit 
her to return with me to England, 
your fummers I will render as agree- 
able as I can at Cox would— your 
winters at York — -you know my 
publications call me to London. — If 
Mr. and Mrs. C — arc ftill at Tours, 

thank 
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thank them, from me for their cor- 
diality to my wife and daughter. I 
have purchafed you fome little trifles, 
which I fhall give you when we meet, 
as proofs of affedlion from 

Your fond father, 

^ L. St£RNE. 
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LETTER LXVI.. 

To Mr. F. at Paris. 

Naples, February 8, 1 766. 



Dear Sir, 



I 



Dcfifc Mrs. S may have what 

cafh fhc wants -if Ihe has not re- 
ceived it before now : flie fends me 
word fhe/has been in want of cafh thefe 
three weeks— be fo kind as to pre- 
vent this uneafinefs to her-which is 
doubly fo to me.— I have made very 
little ufe of your letters of credit, 
having fince I left Paris taken up 
no more money than about fifty louis 
at Turin, as much at Rome— and 

a few 
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a few ducats here — and as I now 

travel &om henot «o Rome, Venice, 

• - ■ ■ * 

through Vienna to Berlin, &c. with 

a gentleman of ibfttme, J &all draw 

for little nK)re till my return — fo 

jmi mil ihave always enough to 

fpare for my wife. — The fccgiilining 

of March be fo kind as co let het 

have a hundred pounds xo begin her 

year with.— ^ 

There are a good many Eoglifh 
here, very few in Rome, or other 
parts of Italy. — The air of Naples 
agrees very well with me — I fhall 
return fat — ^my friendfliip to all who 
Jionour me with theirs — Adieu my 
dear friend — ^I am ever yours, 

L 4 L. Sterne. 
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LETTER LXVII. 

To J. R S. Efq. 

Naples,. February 5, 1766. 

My dear H. 

X I S an age fince I have heard 
from you — but as I read the London 
Chronicle, and find no tidings of your 
death, or that you are even at the 
point of it, I take it, as I wifli it, 
that you have got over thus much 
of the winter free from the damps, 
both of climate and fpirits, and here 
I am, as happy as a king after all, 
growing fat, fleek, and well likings* 

not 



not improving in ftature, but in 
breadth. — We have a Jolly carnival 
of it — nothing but operas — ^punchi- 
nellos — fcftinos and mafquerades — ^ 
Wc (that is nous autres) arc all drct- 
fing out for one this night at the 
Princefs Francavivalla, which is to 
be fuperb. — The Englilh dine with 
her (exclufive) and fo much forfmall 
chat — except that I faw a little come- 
dy afted laft week with more exprcf- 
fion and fpirit, and- true charafter 
than I (hall fee one haftily again. — I 
Hay here till the holy week, which I 
jfhall pafs at Rome, where I occupy 
myfelf a month — My plan was to 
have gone from thence for a fortnight 
to Florence---and then by Leghorn to 

Marfeilles 
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i^rfied from this by ^he fcpeami pm*- 

who is c^torfting by Ventc^ Vkimw 
Saxt>iiy^ Serlif^. «wi io l)^ the Spiaxr^ 
and i^evoce ihriMpgh HoUand «q Eiig*- 

land — •'iifi witli.Mi:. E I tovis 

known ^im thdie dutc .fear&» aA<|l 
havte l^eea wkh.ium ever fioce I 
reacb'd Rome ^ -and as I know him to 
-be a good iieaited young geniieman, 
J ha,y£ x^o doubc of makiiig; it .anfwcr 
i)Oth his views and mine— at Icaftl 
^m perfuaded we fhall return hon^ 
together, as we fet out, with friend- 
ship and good will.— ^Write your next 
letter to me at Rome, aad do me the 
following favour if it lies in your way, 

which 



which I khiak k does^^-Hbo get nie- » 
letter of nccommendotion to our stn^ 
baflkdoi^ (Lord Storimmt at Vienna ji 
I haipe not the faonocr to be knowA 
to hU lordlhip, buc Lords P — — - or 

H , or twenty you better know. 

Would wrioc a certificate for .me, im* 
porting that I am not fallen out. of 
the ck»ads* If this wilt coft my 
coufm little trouble, do inclofe it in 
your next ietter to me at Belloni. — 
You have left Skekon I trow a month, 
and I fear have had a nioft fharp win- 
ter, if one may judge of it fiom the 
feverity of the weather here, and all 
over Italy,- which exceeded any thing 
known till within thefe three weeks 
here, that the fun has been as hot as 

we 
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we could bear it. — -Give my kind fer- 
vices to my friends — efpecially to the 
houlhold of faith — my dear Garland 
—to Gilbert — to the worthy Colo- 
nel — to Cardinal S , to my fel- 
low labourer Pantagruel— dear couiin 
Antony, receive my kindeft Jove and 
wiflies^ 

Yours aflfeftionatelyj 

L. Sterne* 

P. S. Upon fecond thoughts, direft 
your next to me at Mr. W. banker 
at Venice* 
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LETTER LXVIII. 

ft 

To Mr. P. at Paris. 

Naples^ February 14^ I766, 

Dear Sir, 



I 



Wrote laft week to you, to defirc 
you would let Mrs. S — ' have 

what money (he wanted — it may hap- 
pen as that letter went infclofed in one 
to her at Tours, that you will receive 
this firfl: — I have made little ufe of 
your letters of credit, as you will fee 
by that letter, nor ihall I want much 
(if any) till you fee me, as I travel 
now in company with a gentleman—^ 
4 however 
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however a$ we return by Venice, 
Vienna^ Berlin^ 8cc. to the Spaw, I 
Ihould be glad if you wilf draw me 
a letter of credit upon fome one at 
Venice, to the extent of fifty louis — . 
hm-l am perfijaded I fliall not want 
half of them — however in cafe of fick- 
nefs or accidents, one would not gp 
fb Long a rout without money in onefs 
pocket. — The bankers here are not 
fo cofi^ientious a& my friend P. tbey 
wouJid make me pay twelve per cent* 
if I was to get a letter here.— I be^ 
your lettersi &c. may be inclofed to 
Mr. W.atfon at Venice — where we 

fhall be ia die A&enfion. — I have re- 

• ' • . • . 

.ceived much benefit from the air of 

■• < 

^t^pJies^rrbat quit it to be at Rome 
..i 3 ^ before. 
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before the holy week. — ^Thcrc arc 
about fiye a^id tv?enty EngU0i here — 
but mdft of them will be decamped 
in two moflths-^-thcre zirc fcarce a 
third of the number at Rome — I fup- 
pafe thefeforc chat Paris is full — my 
warmeft wifhes attend y<m—wkh my 
love to Mr. F. and compliooientt 
«: alt— I: afti^ d«ar Sir* wry fei^h- 

Yourst 

L». Steblne. 

Sir Tames Macdonald i&in the houfe 
with me, and is jult recovering a long 
and moft cruel fit of the rheumatifm. 
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LETTER LXIX. 

* 

To J. H. S. Efq. 

May 25, near Dijon. 

Dear Antony, 



M 



T dcfire of feeing both my wife 
and girl has turn'd rae out of my road 
towards a delicious Chateau of the 

Countefs of M , where I have 

been patriarching it thefe fevcn days 
with her ladyfhip, and half a dozen 
of very handfome and agreeable ladies 
-.—her ladylhip has the beft of hearts 
-—a valuable prefent not given to 

every onc.*--.Tomorrow, with regret, 

I 



I ftiall qiiit this agreeable circle^ and 
poft it night and day to Paris, where 
I (hall arrive in two days, andjuft 
wind myfelf up, when I am there, e- 
nough to roll on to Calais — fo I hope 
to fup withydu the king's birth day, 
according to a plan of fixteen days 
ftanding.—Never man has been fuch. 
a wlldgoofe chace after a wife as I 
Have been — after having fought her 
ih Ave or {ix difrereht towns, I found 
her at laft in Franche Comte — Pool: 
woman! ftie was very co^dial, &c. 
and begs to (iay another year or io 
—--my Lydia plealbs me much— 
I found her greatly improved in dvery 
thing I wilh'd her — 1 am mod unac- 
countably well, and moft accountably 
Vol. II. M non- 
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nonfenfical — ^'tis at lead a proof of 
good fpirits, which is a fign and token 
given me in thefe latter days that I 
muft take up again the pen. — In faith 
I think I fhall die with it in my hand, 
but I Ihall live thefe ten years, myAn- 
tony, notwithftanding the fears of my 
wife, whom I left moft melancholy on 
that account. — This is a delicious part 
of the world; moft celeftial weather,, 
and we lie all day, without damps, 
upon the grafs — and that is the whole 
of it, except the inner man (for her 
ladyfliip is not ftingy of her wine) is 
infpired twice a day with the beft Bur- 
gundy that grows upon the mountains, 
which terminate our lands here, 
— Surely you will not have decamp'd 
\ to 



to Crazy Caftle before I reach town.--- 
The fummer here is fet in good ear- 
neft — *tis more than we can fay for 
Yorklhire — I hope to hear a good 
tale of your alum works — have you 
no other works in hand ? I do not 
expeft to hear from you, To God 
profper you — and all your undertak- 
ings. — I am, my dear coufin^ 

Moft affedionately yours, 

L, Sterne.' 

Remember me to Mr. G ■■ , Car- 
dinal S— — , the Col &c. &c. &c. 



M 2 
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LETTER LXX. 

To Mr, P. at Paris. 

York, June 2S, 1766, 

Dear Sir, / 



Wrote laft week to Mr. Becket to 
difcharge the balance due to you— 
and I have received a letter from him 
telling me, that if you will draw upon 
him for one hundred and fixty pounds, 
he will punftually pay it to your or- 
der — fo fend the draughts when 
you pleafe — Mrs. S. writes me word, 
Ihe wants fifty pounds— which I de- 
fire you will let her have — I will take 

care 



care to remit it to your correfpondent 
— I have fuch an entire confidence in 
my wife, that fhe fpends as little as 
fhe can, tho* fhe is confined to no par- 
ticular fum — her expences will not ex- 
ceed three hundred pounds a year, 
unlefs by ill health, or a journey — 
and I am very willing (he (hould have 
it — and you may rely, in cafe it ever 
happens that fhe fhould draw for fifty 
or a hundred pounds extraordinary, 
that it and every demand fhall be 
pundually paid — and with proper 
thanks v and for this the whole Shan- 
dean family are ready to (land fecu- 
rity. — 'Tis impo(fible to tell you how 
forry I was that my affairs hurried 
me fo quick thro* Paris, as to deprive 

M 3 me 
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ipe of feeing my old friend Mr. F, 
and of the pleafure I propofed in be- 
ing made known to his better half~r 
but I have a probability of feeing hifti 
this winter.— Adieu dear Sir, and ber 
lieve me 

JMpft cordially yours, 

L. Sterne. 

P. S. Mrs. S— is going to 
Chalon, but your letter will find her 
I believe at Avignon — fhe is very poor- 
ly — and my daughter writes to me 
with fad grief of heart that fhe is 
worfe. 
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LETTER LXXI. 

To Mr. S. 

Coxwould, July 23, 1766. 

Dear Sir, 



o 



N E might be led to think that 
there is a fatality regarding us — we 
make appointments to meet, and for 
thefe two years have not feen each others 
face but twice — ^e muft try, and 
do better for the future — having 
fought you with more zeal, than C . . . . 
fought the Lord, in order to deliver 
you the books you bad me purchafe 
for you at Paris — I was forced to 

M 4 pay 
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pay carriage for them from London 
down to York — but as I (hall neither 
charge jau the b.ooks nor tte car- 
riage — 'tis not worth talking about. 
—Never man^ my dear Sir, has had a 
mpre agreeable tour than your Yerick 
—and at prefent I am in ^^y peaceful 
retreat, writing the ninth volume of 
Triftr^m — I IhaJl publifh but onqi 
this year, and the next I fhjU begiA. 
a new work of four volumes,,, which, 
when finifti'd, I fhall <;ontinue XHC 
tram with frefli fpirit. — -What a differ- 
ence .of fcene herd ! But with a di£- 
pofition to be happy, 'tis neither 
this place, nor t'other that renders 
us the reverfe. — In (hort each 
man*s happinefs depcnda upon him- 
5 fclf— 



felf^ — he is a fool if he does not en- 
joy it. 

What are you about, dear S- 



Give me fome account of your plea- 
fures — you had better corpe to mc 
for a fortnight, and I will Ihew, or 
give you (if needful) a praftical dofe 
of my philofophy.j but I hope you 
do not want it — ^if you did-^— 'twould 
be the office of a friend to give it — 
Will not even our races tempt yau ? 
You fee I ufe all arguments-— Believe 
me yours moft truly, 

Laurence Sterne. 
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LETTER LXXIL 
To Mr. P. at Paris. 

Coxwouldy Septeinl>er 2I9 176$. 

My dear Friend, 



I 



F Mrs. S Ihould draw upoit 

you for fifty louis d'ors, be fo kind 
as to remit her the money — and pray 
be fo good as not to draw upon Mr, 
Becket for it (as he owes me no^- 
thing) but favour me with the draught, 
which I will pay to Mr. Selwin.— — 
A young nobleman is now negociat- 
ing a jaunt with me for fix weeks, 
about Chriftmas, to the Fauxbourg 

de 
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dc St. Germain — I Ihould like much 
to be with you for fo long — and if my 
yrife Ihould grow worfe (having had 
a very poor account of her in my 
daughter's laft) I cannot think of her 
being without me — and however ex- 
penfive the journey would be, I would 
fly to Avignon to adminifter confo- 
Jation to both her and my poor girl—. 
Wherever I am, believe me 

Dear Sir, yours, 

JL^. Sterne. 

My kind compliments to Mr. 
F : though I have not the ho- 
nour of knowing his rib, I fee no 
rcafpn why I may not prefent all due 

4 rcfpefts 
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refpefts tx> the better half of fi> old 
% friend, which I do by thefe pre- 
fcnts— with my friendlieft wiflies to 
MifsP — . 



I ^s J 
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LETTER LXXIIL. 
To Mr. F. at Paris. 

My dear F. 



I 



Defired yeu would be fo good as 
to remit to Mrs, S— - fifty louis, a 
n^onth ago — I dare fay you have done 
ic— but her iHftds muft have coft her 
a good deal — therefore having paid 
the laft fifty pounds inta Mr.. Sel- 
win's hands, I beg you to fend her 
thirty guineas more — for which I 
fend a bank bill to Mr. Becket by 
this poft — but furely had I not done 

fo. 
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fo, you would not (tick at it— for be 
affurcd, my dear F. that the firft 
Lord of the Treafury is neither more 
able or more willing (nor perhaps half 
fo pundtual) in repaying with honour 
all I ever can be in your books. — My 
daughter fays her mother is very ill— 
and I fear going fafl: down by all ac-- 
counts — 'tis melancholy in her fitua- 
tion to want any aid that is in my 
power to give — do write to her— 
and believe me, with all compliments 
to your Hotel, 

Yours very truly, 

L« Stjbrne. 
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LETTER LXXIV. 

To the fame. 

York) November 25, 1766. 

Dear Sir, 



I 



Juft received yours— —and am 
glad that the balance of accounts is : 
now paid to you — Thus far all goes 
well — I have received a letter from • 
my daughter with the pleaQng tidings • 
that ihe thinks her mother out of 
danger — and that the air of the coun- 
try is delightful (excepting the winds) ; 
but the defcription of the Chateau 

my wife has hired is really pretty — ; 

on 



on the fide of the Fountain of Vauv 
clufc — ^with feven rooms of a floor^ 
half furnifhed with tapeftry, half 
v/ith blue tafFety, the permiflion to 
fifh, and to have game; fo many 
partridges A week, 8tc. and the price — 
guefs ! fixteen guineas a year-«^th^re*s 

for you P. — about the latter end of 
next rrtonth my wife will have occafiort' 
for a hundred guinea^-^and prxy be 
fo good, my deat fir, as to give or- 
ders that (ht may not be disappointed 
— ^ihe is going to fpend the Caritivil 
at Marfcilles at Chriftmis— I fliall be 
in London by ChriftmAs wtek, ^M 
then (hall balance this remit^afrce to 
Mrs. S* with Mr. S— **--l am going 
to ly in of flrtOtlief child of ihe Shan* 

daick. 
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daick procreation, in town — I hope 

you wifli me a fafc delivery 1 

fear my friend Mr. F. will have left 
town before I get there — Adieu dear 
Sir — I wifh you every thing in this 
world which will do you good, for I 
am with unfeigned truth. 

Yours, 

L. Sterne. 

Make my compliments acceptable 
to the good and worthy Baron D*Hol- 
bach-^Mifs P. &c. &c. 



Vol; II. N 
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1.ETTER LXXV. 
To Mr. P, at Paris. 



London, February 13, 1767. 



Dear P. 



I 



Paid ycfterday (by Mr. Bcckct) a 
hundred guineas, or pounds I forget 
which, to Mr. Selwin — But you muft 
remit to Mrs. S. at Marfeilles a hun- 
dred louis before (he leaves that place» 
which will be in Icfs than three weeks. 
Have you got the ninth volume of 
Shandy ? — ^'tis liked the beft of all 
here. — I am going to publilh a Senri- 
5 mental 
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mental Journey through France and 
Italy — -the undertaking is protefted 
and highly encouraged by all our no* 
bleffe — ^"tis fubfcribed for, at a great 
rate— 'twill be an original— in large 
quarto— the fubfcription half a gui- 
nea — If you can procure me the ho- 
nour of a few names of men of fcience, 
or fafhion, I fhall thank you — they 
will appear in good company, as all 
the nobility here almoft have honour- 
ed me with their names. — My kindeft 
remembrance to Mr. F. — refpefts to 
Baron D'Holbach, and believe n\c 
ever ever yours, 

L. Sterne. 



N 



[ xSo •] 



LETTER LXXVL. 



To Mifs S, 



Old Bond-fireet, Februaiy 23, ij6j^ 



A 



N D fo, my Lydia ! thy mother 
and thyfelf are returning back again 
from Marfeilles to the banks of the 
Sorgue— and there thou wilt fit and 
fifli for trouts— I envy you the fweet 
fituation. — Petrarch's tomb I fhould 
like to pay a fentimental vifit to— 
— ^the Fountain of Vauclufe, by thy 
defcription, muft be delightful— I 
4 am 



ai£> much pleafed wkh the account 
yoa give me of the Abbe de Sad€--+ 
Jfou find great comfort in fuch ^ 
acighbour*— »I am glad he is fo goo4 
2S to coFreft thy tran/iation of my 
Seifmqns— dear gixl go. on^ and make 
fiae aprefcnt of thy work — but why 
not the Ho.ufe of Mourning ? 'tis one 
of the beftv I long to receive the life 
of Petrapch, and his Laura, by yow 
Abbe, but I am out of all patience 
>ivith the anfwer the Marquis made the 
Abbe — *twas truly coarfej and I won- 
der he boref ic with any chriftian par 
tience— ^But to the fubjeft of your 
letter — -I do not wifh to know who 
'was rfie bufy fool, who made youf 
mother iwieafy about Mrs.— »— » 

N 3 'ti* 
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*tis true I have a friendlhip for her, 
but not to infatuation — I believe I have 
judgment enough to difcern hers, and 
every woman's faults. I honour thy 
mother for her anfwer — ** that (he 
wifhed not to be informed, and 
begged him to drop the fubjeft." — • 
Why do you fay that your mother 
wants money ? — ^whiift I have a IhiU 
ling, Ihall you not both have nine- 
pence out of it ? — I think, if I have 
my enjoyments, I ought not to grudge 
you yours.— I fhall not begin my 
Sentimental Journey till I get to 
Coxwould — I have laid a plan for 
fomething new, quite out of the beat- 
en track. — I wifh I had you with me 
—and I would introduce you to one 

of 



of the mod amiable and gentleft of 
beings, whom I havejuft been with— - 
not Mrs. » b^ut a Mrs, J. - 

the wife of as worthy a \nzn as I ever^ 

raet with— I efteem thcni both. He 
poffeffes every manly virtue — honour 
and bravery are his chjiradterifticks, 
which have diftinguiflied him nobly 
in feveral inftances — I fliall make you 
better acquainted with his chara^ter^ 
by fending Orme*s Hiftory, with the 
books you defircd — and it is well 
worth your reading ; for Orme is an 
elegant writer, and a juft one; he. 
pays no man a compliment at the. 
cxpence of truth. — Mrs. J is 

kind — and friendly — of a fentimen- 
tal turn of mind — and fo fweet^ dif- 

N 4 pofitioa 
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poTitiofl) that fhe is too good for tHcr' 
world fhe lives in — Juft God! i£ aB 
were like her, what a Kfe would 
this be I— .Heaven, my Lydia, for 
fome wife purpofe has created dif-- 
ferent beings — I wi(h my dear child 

knew her — thou art worthy of her 
fricndftiip, and flie already loves thee j 
for I Ibmetimes tell her what I feel 
for thee. — This is a long letter — write 
foon, and never let your ktters be 
ftudied ones — write naturally, and 
then you wiH write well.— I hope your 
mother has got quite well of her ague • 
- -I have fent her fome of Huxham's : 
titidlure of the Bark. I will order 
you a guittar fincc the other is broke^ 

BeKcve* 
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Believe me, my Lydia, that I am 
yours affeftionately, 

' L. SterneJ 
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LETTER LXXVII. 
To Mr. P. at Paris. 

London, February 2j, lySj* 

Dear Sir, 



M 



Y Daughter begs a prcfent of 
me, and you muft know I can deny 
ker nothing — It muft be ftrung with 
cat-gut, and of five chords—-^ cbiama 
in Italiano la cbitera di cinque corde — 
fhe cannot get fuch a thing at Mar- 
feilles — at Paris one may have every 
thing — Will you be fo go6d to my 
girl as to make her happy in this af- 
fair, by getting fome mufical body to 

buy 
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buy one, and fend it her to Avignon 
direfted to Monfieur Tefte } — I wrote 
laft week to defire you would remit 
Mrs. S. a hundred louis— 'twill be all, 
except the guittar, I fhall owe you — 
fend me your accolint, and I will pay 
Mr. Selwin — direft to me at Mr» 
Becket's — all kind refpedls to my 
friend Mr. F. and your filter. 

Yours cordially, 

L. Sterne. 
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LETTER •LXXVir: 
To D. G. Efq. 

Thorfday, Ekven o'Cl<K:k— NighU 

Dear Sir, 

• 1 WAS for aff the world like i 
cut acrofe my finger with a fliarp pen-* 
knife. — I faw the blood — gave it a 
fuck — wrapt it up — and thought na 
more about il:. 

But there is more goes to the heal- 
ing of a wound than this comes to : 
—a wound (unlefs 'tis a wound not 
worth talking of, but by the bye mine 

is) muft give you fome pain after. — 
Nature will take her own way with 

it — rit muft ferment — it muft digeft. 

The 



The ftory you told me of Triftrarh's 
-pretended tutor, this morning — My 
letter by right fhould have fet out 
with this fentence, and then the fimife 
would not have kept you a moment 
in fufpence. 

This vile ftory, I fay — tho* I then 
faw both how, and where it wounded 
— I felt little from it at firft — or, 
to fpeak more honeftly (tho* it ruinis 
my fimile) I felr a great deal of pain 
from it, but affefted an air ufual on 
fuch accidents, of lefs feeling than 1 
had. 

I have now got home to my lodgings 
lince the play (you aftoniflied me in it) 
and have been unwrapping this felf- 
fame wound of mine, and fhaking my 
head over it this half hour. 

What 
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What the devil ! — is there no one 
learned blockhead throughout the 
inany fchools of mifapplied fcience in 
the Chriftian WofW, to make a tutor 
of for myTriftram ?— f x quovis ligno 
nonfit. — Are we fo run out of dock; 
rthat there is no one lumber-headed, 
muddkrhe^ded, mortar-headed, pud- 
ding-headed chap amongfl: our doc* 
tors ? — Is there no one fingle wighc 
of much reading and no learning a- 
moAgft the many children in my mo- 
ther's nurfery, who bid high for this 
charge — but I muft difable my judg- 
ment by choofing a W ..n ? Venge- 
ance 1 have I fo little concern for the 
honour of my hero \ —Am I a wretch 
fo void of fenfe, fo bereft of feeling 

/or the figure he is to make in ftory, 

that 
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that 'I lliould chufe a prsecqjtor to rob 

» 

him of all the immortality I intended 
him ? O ! dear Mr. G. 

Malice is ingenious — unlefs where 
the cxcefs of it outwits itfelf — I have 
two comforts in this ftroke of it ;— ^ 
the firft is, that this one is partly of 
this kind ; and fecondly, that it is 
one of the number of thofe which fo 
unfairly brought poorYorick to his 
grave. — The report might draw blood 
of the author of Triftram Shandy — 
but could not harm fuch a man as the 
author of the Divine Legation — God 
blefs him! though'(by the bye, and ac- 
cording to the natural courfe of de- 
scents) the bleiEng fhould come from 

him to me. 

Pray 
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Pray have you no intereft, lateral or 
collateral, to get me introduced to 
his Lordfllip ? r^ 

Why do you a(k ? 

My dear Sir,I have no claim to fuch 
an honour, but what arifes from the 
honour and refpe<5t which in the pro- 
grcfs of my work will be ihewn the 
world I owe to fo great a man, 

Whilft I am talking of owing — I 
wifli, my dear Sir, that any body would 
tell you, how much I am indebted to 
you. — I am determined never to do it 
myfelf, or fay more upon the fubjefl: 
than this, that I am yours, 

L. Sterne, 



End of Vol. II. 
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